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As we go to press we are in receipt of a leaflet describing the 
deferred annuity bond which the Home Life Insurance Com- 
pany is now prepared to issue. An advertisement of it will be 
found in another column. This is represented to be an entirely 
new departure in the nature of investments, good alike for old 
or young, for healthy risks or impaired ones, and likely to at- 
tract widespread attention. We have not had time to read the 
explanation given of the annuity bond, but in our next issue 
will devote some space to a consideration of the advantages 
claimed for it. 





Tue American Employers’ Liability Insurance Company of 
Jersey City has, since starting business last May, entered 
twenty-one States. Certificates of admission have been readily 
granted in all States except New York. Recently a thorough 
examination of the company was made by the examiners of the 
New York department, and although the unearned premiums 
were charged on a pro rata basis, which exceeded ninety per 
cent of the premiums, the company was found solvent and pos- 
sessing net surplus. The delay in admitting the company to 
the State since the examination is attributed to the sickness of 
the assistant insurance superintendent and expert of the depart- 
ment, Judge Ruggles. 


Tue New York Herald published a day or two since a tele- 
gram from the City of Mexico stating that a bill has been intro- 
duced in the Mexican Chamber of Deputies providing that each 
foreign life or fire insurance company doing business in that 
Republic shall make a deposit of $200,000 in public debt bonds 
and guarantee the erection of a building to cost not less than 
$50,000 in the City of Mexico for the general offices of such 
company. This bill will be vigorously opposed in the Chamber 
of Deputies. It is apparently aimed at the American compa- 
nies, as they are about the only foreign ones doing business in 
that country. While it is possible that some new tax obligations 
may be imposed upon the companies, it is scarcely probable 
that the bill referred to can become a law, even in half-civilized 
Mexico. 





Tue Kentucky Court of Appeals has just decided that muni- 
cipalities have not the right to impose discriminating taxes. The 
case was that of the city of Covington vs. Simrall & Co., which 
Was carried to the higher court on appeal. Judge Holt, in re- 
versing the judgment of the lower court, held that a city ordi- 
hance imposing a tax upon agents of insurance companies not 
located in the city that is not imposed upon companies that are 
located in the city, is null and void. This ordinance deals 
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directly with individual agents, and is, therefore, according to 
Judge Holt, outside of the rule authorizing. the legislature to 
impose conditions upon foreign corporations that are not shared 
by home corporations. The judge further says that a provision 
in the ordinance permitting a resident of the city to employ as 
many solicitors as he pleases, while a non-resident is denied such 
privilege, is an unjust discrimination. If the judge would only 
go a step further and declare that all municipal taxation of in- 
surance companies or agents is unjust, unreasonable and a 
nuisance, he would be looked upon as “ another Daniel come to 
judgment.” 









ANNOUNCEMENT is made that a person calling himself H. L. 
Smith has been arrested at Nashville for attempting to pass a 
worthless check on Cooley, Metzger & Keith, insurance agents 
in that city. This man was passing under the alias of Edgar 
Birdsill, claiming to be secretary of the Gloucester Insurance 
Company of Gloucester, N. J. No such company appears in 
the report of the Insurance Department of that State, and con- 
sequently can be regarded as a myth existing only in the imagi- 
nation of Birdsill. The name H. L. Smith is especially familiar 
to us as appertaining to Herbert L. Smith, who became noto- 
rious for having attempted to float policies of some fictitious 
insurance companies of Virginia and West Virginia and at 
Washington, D. C., and was arrested in New York for attempt- 
ing to pass worthless checks. His operations have been ex- 
posed several times in the columns of THE Spectator. Pos- 
sibly this is the same man, and that having been sufficiently ex- 
posed in the East he has gone farther inland to work his nefa- 


rious schemes. [If so, it is to be hoped that the charge against - 


him of passing a worthless check will be sufficient to secure his 
retirement from business for some years to come. 





A FEW days ago a fire occurred on board the British cotton- 
ship Wileysike, which was fortunately discovered early and 
promptly extinguished. Investigation showed that the damaged 
cotton was saturated with linseed oil, and that on its confine- 
ment in the hold of the vessel had taken fire by spontaneous 
combustion. As no vegetable oils are permitted to be used at 
the cotton presses or at the wharves or on the ships used in 
transportation of cotton, it is supposed that the cotton must 
have been saturated with the linseed oil while in transit by rail- 
road. It has been demonstrated satisfactorily that cotton satu- 
rated with vegetable oil and exposed to the sun or confined in 
the hold of a vessel will ignite spontaneously while mineral oils 
will not do so. It is now thought that many of the fires that 
have occured in cotton at sea have owed their origin to this 
cause, vegetable oils having been accidentally spilled upon it 
while in transit. This again illustrates the necessity, so fre- 
quently insisted upon heretofore, of a better covering for cotton 
bales ; something that will protect them from injury while in 
transit as well as from the elements. 





Ir appears that E. H. Kent, who has been deposed from the 
presidency of the Mutual Benefit Life Association of New York 
and later from the general management of that company, has 
still hopes of depleting its treasury for his own pecuniary benefit. 
According to The Weekly Underwriter, Kent has trumped up a 
claim against the association for nearly $50,000 that he assigned 
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to F. R. Mackey, who had a summons served on Charles B. Bost- 
wick, a director of the association. Bostwick, it is alleged, car- 
ried the document in his pocket until the twenty days expired, 
during which time the association might have filed an answer, 
and when the time was up, no one appearing to oppose the 
claim, judgment was entered for the amount. The first intima- 
tion the other directors of the association had of this suit was 
when the sheriff appeared to collect judgment by execution. 
Bostwick, who pocketed this summons in the case, is the con- 
venient father-in-law of Kent, and the same individual who, by 
order of Kent, while acting as financial secretary of the associa- 
tion, drew $34,187 from its mortuary funds for Kent’s benefit. 
It is now nearly a year since the efforts were begun by the mi- 
nority of directors to oust Kent from all connection with the 
association, and while they have succeeded officially in decapi- 
tating him, he still keeps an eye fixed upon the funds of the 
company, and loses no opportunity of making a raid upon the 
treasury. Ata meeting of the association a few days since, one 
of the minority was elected a director, and immediately after, 
the acting president, Whiton, was chosen president. Whiton 
was vice-president under Kent, and supposed to be his repre- 
sentative in the management-of the associaiion. 





WE present in other pages the full text of the paper read 
before the National Association of Fire Underwriters at their 
recent meeting in Detroit, by Henry A. Goetz, on building con- 
struction. Mr. Goetz has done good service heretofore in his 
suggestions regarding fire protective methods of interior con- 
struction, and in this article devotes special attention to im- 
proved construction for flues and fireplaces. The “ defective 
flue’’ has cost fire underwriters many millions of dollars, and 
in their interest, as well as that of the public, better methods of 
construction are demanded. Mr. Goetz has some original and 
valuable ideas upon this subject which will repay perusal, for 
he not only points to existing defects, resulting sometimes from 
ignorance and sometimes from recklessness on the part of the 
builders, but suggests a remedy for them. The illustrations 
which we have made to accompany the article indicate clearly 
some of the improvements that he suggests. Among other 
things, he proposes that the various national institutions of 
architects, builders, underwriters, building inspectors and fire- 
men should co-operate to form a model building ordinance and 
recommend its adoption by the various cities. It is well known 
that our present building laws are defective and that their en- 
forcement is almost an impossibilty. Could the co-operation of 
the societies he names be secured, their recommendation would 
have great weight in obtaining better laws. The probiem of 
their enforcement would still remain to be solved, and in this 
particular underwriters might lend very effective aid. 





THE fact that the American Casualty and Security Company 
of Baltimore has not succeeded in gaining admission to New 
York, Massachusetts or Connecticut has given rise to much com- 
ment, and intimation has been made that it was unable to com- 
ply with the laws of those States. This company, it will be re- 
membered, received its charter from the State of Maryland, and 
is authorized thereunder to write almost any kind of insurance 
except life. It organized with a paid-up capital of $1,000,000 
and a surplus in addition of $500,000. It has been admitted to 
do business in nearly thirty States, and is pushing forward in 
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these with enterprise and vigor. The existing laws of Massa. 
chusetts absolutely prohibit any company from transacting 
more than one kind of business, and consequently it is iImpossi- 
ble for the American to gain admission there. Objection has 


been raised to its admission to New York and Connecticut op - 


the same ground, but as the Fidelity and Casualty, that does 
four kinds of business, is admitted to those States, it is believed 
that the American will soon secure its license. Financially it js 
conceded to be all right, but as it has proposed to cover more 
than one class of insurance by a single policy the wisdom of so 
doing is under consideration. The Fidelity and Casualty has a 
separate policy and a separate department for’ each branch of 
its business, while the American’s idea is to lump all kinds of 
hazards, when required, as a single risk to be covered by a sin- 
gle policy. The New York department has heard arguments 
pro and con as to the desirability of this plan,eand a final decis- 
ion is expected at an early day. Meantime the company is 
going ahead in other States, has appointed a large field force 
and is writing a large amount of insurance. Its managers 
confidently expect that the decision of the officials of New York 
and Connecticut will be in their favor. 





THERE has been considerable said in the columns of some of 
our contemporaries of late about sectionalism in insurance, and 
efforts made to show that the volume of business obtained in 
one section exceeds that secured in another. Indeed, some of 
the insurance journals have been established and are conducted 
on this sectional idea. Very few, if any, of the managers of 
insurance companies take such a narrow view of their business. 
On the contrary, most of them are anxious to extend their ope- 
rations into every State in the Union and into every territoryas 
well, and to make them national in their scope rather than sec- 
tional. Of course, some localities give them more business than 
others, but they have as high a regard for the agent who does 
his best in Arizona or Texas as they have for those in New 
York, Chicago or New Orleans, who, because of more favorable 
surroundings, are enabled to send them a larger volume of busi- 
ness. Managers regard their transactions in the aggregate, and 
their field men, wherever located, as essential portions of the 
machinery required to make a great and successful company. 
Points of compass and geographical divisions are nothing to 
them from a business point of view—it is the aggregation of 
results that occupies theirthoughts. THe SpecTaror has always 
taken this broad view of the situation, and has uniformly treated 
the subject of insurance as one of national importance, seeking 
to reflect the best there is in it from every standpoint, and to 
present a journal that should conserve the interests of the entire 
insurance fraternity of the country. We do not seek the sup- 
port of the companies and agents upon the plea that we are 
working in a particular field for the special benefit of the under- 
writers occupying that field, to the disparagement of their fellow 
workers in other localities, but by striving to make the best and 
most versatile journal published in the insurance interests, to 
promote the welfare of every individual identified with it. Our 
field comprises the entire country, as is shown by our news col 
umns, our correspondence from every State, and by the attention 
we pay to what interests underwriters in every locality. By 
pursuing this course, we have built up a circulation that covers 
not only the whole country, but reaches to every land where 
insurance is practiced. The same idea, the univeisality of 
insurance, is carried into all our publications, wherein are gath- 
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ered the statistics of all companies carrying on any form of 


insurance. ‘There is in them no appeal to sectionalism, no dis- 


crimination as to companies or men, but a plain, unvarnished © 


history of every insurance company, as shown by its official 
statistical record. Upon this platform our publications have 
attained a world wide reputation, and we can claim without 
question that Tue Specrator Company is the most extensive 
publisher in existence of insurance literature of all kinds. 





Noruinc that has occurred in insurance circles of late has 
stirred up so much comment and gossip as the reported swal- 
lowing up of the Queen Insurance Company by the Royal. 
The original report was printed in a Liverpool daily paper Sep- 
tember 25, and the insurance journals of Great Britain appear 
to have taken measures to verify the report, for they have uni- 
formly given credit to it, asserting that the scheme had been 
agreed to by the directors of both companies, and that the ac- 
quiescence of the stockholders was a foregone conclusion. The 
English journals have, in short, treated the matter as substan- 
tially an accomplished fact, the details of which only remain to 
be adjusted. Here the rumor has been treated with much in- 
credulity, it seeming to underwriters that the wiping out of a 
company so well established and so strong as the Queen in- 
volved too great a sacrifice to be readily consented to. Never- 
theless, the latest reports from abroad tend to confirm the orig- 
inal rumor, and there now remains no doubt that the Queen 
Insurance Company will soon be a thing of the past. This will 
bea hardship to some of the field men in the employ of the 
company, who have played the Queen as a leading card in the 
building up of their business, and will be a disappointment to 
a large number of others, sub-agents, solicitors and brokers, who 
have found it an easy matter to earn their commissions while 
offering Queen policies. The company has an excellent repu- 
tation among propertyowners, and thousands will regret losing 
its policies. The substitution of a Royal policy, however, will 
satisfy this latter class, who will thereby be even better served 
under the consolidation than they were before. Mingled with 
the surprise at the retirement of the Queen, there is a feeling of 
positive regret that a company so well known, that was in a 
prosperous condition, that had an extended and valuable plant, 
with a large corps of attached field men and officers should be 
withdrawn from the field. But what is a loss from one point of 
view is a gain in another, for the consolidation strengthens the 
Royal, and will give to its management new impetus and in- 
creased energy. It is believed, and certainly expected, that the 
experienced and trusted representatives of the Queen in the va- 
rious sections of this country will be taken care of as their 
merits warrant under the new arrangement. 








—Dr. 0. S. Chapman, who was endeavoring to organize here a stock com- 
pany for the insurance of impaired life risks, has returned to Minneapolis, 
where he will probably organize a company on the assessment plan.— Commer- 
aal Bulletin, So far from Dr. Chapman having returned to Minneapolis, he 
Is still in this city, and has succeeded in interesting a number of prominent life 
msurance men in his plan. It is conceded that such a company is much 
needed ; how much may be inferred from the statement that one company 
alone rejects from $8,000,000 to $10,000,000 of insurance a year because the 
health of the applicant does not come up toits standard. As all the other 
companies reject applications proportionately, it will be seen that there is a 
large number of persons willing to take insurance when they can get it. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


OTTAWA. 


Cancellation of Accident Policies—-The Superintendent of Insurance Visit- 
ing the United States--A Contested Life Assurance Claim--Formation of a 
Board of Marine Underwriters at Montreal—The Companies Generally 
Represented, 





[From Our Own CORRESPONDENT. ] 


J. B. Charleson, government inspector of Quebec forest reserves, has been 
notified that his accident insurance policies have been canceled on account of 
the trip of exploration in the northern forests he will shortly undertake. He 
has notified his solicitors to begin proceedings for the recovery of the pre- 
miums. 

W. Fitzgerald, government superintendent of insurance, leaves Ottawa in 
a few days on an official trip through the United States. His object is to visit 
the head offices of a number of leading United States insurance companies 
which do business in Canada. According to the Dominion Insurance Act, the 
Minister of Finance may instruct the superintendent to visit the head office of 
any company licensed under the Insurance Act and incorporated legally else- 
where than in Canada, and to examine into the general condition and affairs 
of such company. If a foreign company declines to permit such examination, 
or refuses to give any information necessary for such purpose in its possession 
or control, its license shall be withdrawn. It will be seen that the provision 
is imperative in respect of shutting down from operating in Canada any United 
States company which declines to allow its books to be inspected by a Do- 
minion official designated for the purpose, but it may be stated that the neces- 
sity for this extreme measure has never arisen, the American companies inva- 
riably treating the Canadian inspector with the greatest courtesy, 

The Covenant Mutual Benefit Association of Illinois have secured a Do- 
minion license for the purpose of transacting a life insurance business in Can- 
ada, and, having deposited with the Government the requisite sum, will es- 
tablish themselves as quickly as possible. The company is represented by A. 
H. Hoover, who will have head offices in Toronto and act as chief agent for 
Canada. 

The children of tke late Jacob Kerchner of Brantford, Ont., have put in a 
claim for the insurance money which was on their father's life. The claim is 
based on the ground that the policies were made payable to Mr. Kerchner's 
first wife, who has been dead some three years. The insurance amounts to 
$2100, $1100 being in the Ancient Order of Foresters and $2000 in the A. O. 
U. W. The first installment amounting to $100 has been paid by Court En- 
deavor, No. 5987, to F. Muir, the claimant’s solicitor. 

A number of marine insurance underwriters met at Montreal recently to 
consider a proposition to form a board in connection with the Montreal Board 
of Trade. There were present Messrs. John Popham, representing the Union 
Marine Insurance Company of Liverpool, the Standard of London and the 
Universal of London ; Robert Hampson, representing the Insurance Company 
of North America and the London Assurance Corporation ; Archibald Nicoll, 
representing the Royal Canadian Insurance Company ; W, B. Evans, repre- 
senting the Commercial Union Insurance Company ; Captain Riley, represent- 
ing the International of Liverpool, the Mannheim Company of Germany and 
the Baden Company of Germany ; C, T. Hart, representing the Globe Insurance 
Company of London, the China Mutual of Boston and the Commercial Mutual of 
New York ; Sandreuter, representing the Transatlantic Company of Germany 
and the German Company of Germany ; Otto Thorning, representing the Ger- 
man Co-Re of Germany, and E. L. Bond, representing the Birtish and Foreign 
Insurance Company of Liverpool, the Alliance of Liverpool, the North Queens- 
land Company of Australia and the California Company of California. After 
discussion, the following resolution was passed : 

Resolved, That this meeting is of opinion that it is desirable to form a Cana- 
dian board of marine underwriters in connection with the Board of Trade, for 
the purposes set forth in the canstitution of the National Board of Marine 
Underwriters of New York, with such additions and modifications as may be 
found necessary to meet our local requirements. 

A sub-committee was appointed to draft a constitution and by-laws which 
will be submitted to an adjourned meeting of the underwriters and sulse- 
quently for confirmation to the Buard of Trade. ‘The aims of the board as 
set forth in the constitution of the New York body are to make practical 
arrangements to secure beneficial interchange of views upon matters pertaining 
to the general conduct of marine insurance, such as the selection of competent 
correspondents in distant places, to ensure attention to wrecked and damaged 
property, to secure standard forms of policy or insurance agreements with a 
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view of reaching such uniformity as will be consistent with the rights of the 
underwriters and of the assured, for the procuring of early and accurate infor- 
mation concerning shipwrecks, for the classification of vessels for the purpose 
of insurance and the reconstruction of rules regarding local surveys, to con- 
sider the principles and rules of average adjustment and to make provision for 
the arbitration of any differences arising from such adjustments. 

An action has been entered and a writ issued against the New York Mutual 
Reserve Fund Assurance Company, for which James Wallace was formerly 
agent, at the suit of Brown, Edmondson & Co. of Ottawa. The action is 
brought to recover the first premium paid, with the proposals for insurance on 
the lives of Samuel Boston and J. B. Mackenzie. These monies were ad- 
vanced by Mr. Brown, who wanted the policies as securities in some trans- 
action. The policies never issued, but the premiums were retained. The 
plaintiffs claim that there having been no insurance effected they are entitled 
to a refund of the first premium. ' ee om 2 
OTTawa, October 4. 





BOSTON. 


Visit to Boston of Captain John W. Smith, Fire Department Inspector of 
the National Board—Is the Department First Class ?—Meeting of the 
Life Underwriters Association—A Love Feast and its Results. 


+ 
[From Our OWN CORRESPONDENT. | 


Perhaps as welcome a visitor to Boston as has appeared for some time (that 
is, in the eyes of the fire underwriters) is Captain John W. Smith of the 
National Board, who came to inspect the Boston Fire Department. The 
question of the efficiency of the Boston department is a mooted one. Some 
of the underwriters have been influenced somewhat, no doubt, in their opin- 
ion by the report of The Boston Herald commission, and do not rate our city 
This report, it will be remembered, was not 
The Herald, however, editorially 


department as in the first class. 
critical. but statistical and comparative. 
drew inferences from it which were far from complimentary to the methods in 
vogue in our department, especially in regard to the discipline maintained in 
the force and the bad effect of political influences, which worked towards the 
degeneration. 

Others among the underwriters, however, feel that our fire department is of 
the first order, both in equipment and in respect to the persons who are placed 
at its head. Captain Smith’s report probably will not reach the public eye, 
but it is safe to assume that if obvious defects are discovered by him in either 
the equipment or control there will be influences set at work privately to 
correct them. 

The Boston Life Underwriters held last Thursday ore of their enjoyable 
dinner meetings. The features of this one were the addresses of welcome 
to Major Calif of the New York Life, who has just returned from an ex- 
tended tour in Europe, and his reply and interesting description of his journey, 
interspersed as it was with many capital stories. Again, there was the elec- 
tion to full membership of Messrs, Plympton and Bunting, general agents of 
the Penn Mutual. It means that the 
relations existing between the local agents of the Penn and its general agents 
for the State of Massachusetts, which have heretofore been polite but not inti- 
mate, are now to be of the most friendly character. Mr, Barnard, the local 
agent of the Penn, proposed the new mem ers’ names. ONE SPOKE. 

Boston, MAss., October 5. 


This action is an agreeable surprise. 


Organization of Local Boards—Good Faith the Keystone of Their Success— 
A Suspicion of Rate Cutting or of the Payment of Excessive Commis- 
sions Destroys the Usefulness of the Organization—A Sly Trick of Some 
Companies to Increase the Compensation of Boston Brokers— Something 
for Managers to Ponder Over—Shall the Boston Board be Undermined ¥ 


[From A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT. ] 


I am aware that your columns are crowded for room, but I have something 
to say through the medium of your pages to the officers—the presidents and 
resident managers—of both the American and foreign fire insurance companies 
which they should certainly hear, and on which they should reflect. I there- 
fore beg space. 

J assume that when I say that there is a general concurrence of opinion 


SPECTATOR. 


| Thursday, 


among these officials that organization among local agents for the Purpose of 
establishing and maintaining premium rates is a most desirable procedure not 


.one of them will dissent. Certainly, if a contrary opinion had prevailed we 


should not have seen local boards, formed primarily for this purpose, springing 
up on every hand. 

Now, the foundation on which these local boards rest is faith. Faith that 
the agreement entered into by the agents of the various companies represented 
will be adhered to, not only in letter but in spirit. Equally essential is it 
that the agreement shall be recognized and kept in good faith by the compa- 
nies which the agents represent. If such faith is lacking, if the belief is 
general among the members of the organization (or the companies) that the 
agreement regarding the premium rates or the amount of compensation which 
shall be paid to brokers is being regularly violated or evaded by some of their 
number, and that the consequences of these violations or evasions are of 
material gain to some and material loss to others, then depend upon it the 
day of the collapse of the organization is near at hand, unless such a course js 
There may be a longer or shorter period of restiveness, but it 
is only a question of time when some marked violation or evasion will so 
weaken the foundations of faith, which have been already sapped, that the 
organization will tumble to pieces. 

I need not dwell at greater length on facts so obvious as are these I have 
presented in the foregoing generalization. L.et me rather specify how all this 
is applicable to the state of things found here in Boston. 
danger spoken of is imminent in this city. 

I do not think the notion prevails in the Boston Board of Fire Underwriters 
that amcng the agent-brokers there is carried on, to any grect extent, the 
practice of dividing commissions with the assured. 
alarming, is it felt that any of the larger brokers are securing new business by 
these unfair means, Cases of this kind are common with some of the smaller 
brokers ; are in fact to some extent to be expected, and therefore do not tend 
to disrupt. The trouble comes in from another quarter, a quarter, indeed, 
which prompts me to send this letter for publication in your paper, in the 
hope that it will help to eradicate the evil. 

When there comes to a Boston agency for advice regarding certain propo- 
sitions received from special agents, not one but several reputable brokers 
with whom there has been carried on fora long series of years a mutually 
satisfactory business, it is sufficient for evidence that these propositions have 
actually been made. The evidence is not really strengthened by the fact that 
this is the experience of several of the leading agencies in this city. Itshows, 
however, how far reaching is the evil and its proportions. What these propo- 
sitions mean and how they violate the spirit of the rule governing brokerages 
which has been formulated by the board, will perhaps be better understood 


discontinued. 


Let us see if the 


Nor, to a degree which is 


when I give the rule in full : 

No company, nor its agents, nor any broker shall pay or receive exceeding 
fifteen per cent commission on risks situated within the limits of Boston, 
excepting that: 

First, reinsurance contracts shall not be subject to this rule. 

Second, this shall not be held, except as hereinafter provided, to regulate 
the amount or rate of commission to be paid by a company to its agent upon 
premiums of policies issued by said agent. 

From this it will be seen that fifteen per cent is the full compensation which 
can be paid to brokers by Boston agents. Now, the proposition which has 
been made to certain brokers referred to, not by the Boston, but by special 
agents, mind yuu, is in substance as follows : 

‘* We want you to give our company your Boston business, and are ready to 
make it an object for you todo so. This thing can be arranged in 4 way 
which will not constitute an infraction of the rules of the Boston board, and 
you can therefore entertain the proposition without dishonor. We will 
appoint you sub-agent at say Hull, and will give you asa brokerage on all 
Hull business you turn in a sum (over and above the regular twenty per cent 
ordinarily paid for such business) which, if added to the brokerages paid to 
you by the local agent of our company in Boston, will be sufficient to increase 
that compensation on Boston business to twenty per cent. This we will do 
even if it takes the entire premiums received from the Hull business to make 
good the twenty per cent brokerage on Boston business.” 

Undoubtedly transactions of this character are not literal violations of the 
rules of the Boston board. In spirit, however, they are complete infractions 
of these rules and are as destructive of the usefulness of that body as any direct 
Yes, more so; for actual offenders of rules can be re 
If cases such as these, 


violation could be. 
strained by punishment, according to their deserts. 
where certain special agents are the diplomatists, are persisted in, nothing 
can be done by companies who are losing valuable business, which but for 
this would go to their Boston agents, except to follow the same methods 
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This surely 
the deplorable cutting of rates. 
It therefore behooves the presidents and resident managers for whom this 


letter is intended, to consider this matter in all its bearing. Some among 
them who have countenanced and encouraged these proceedings on the part 
of their special agents have it in their hands to put a stop to the practice and 
thus remove what is fast becoming a most alarming feature, and one which 
threatens the future of the Boston board. MrMBER. 


Boston, October 6. 





CHICAGO. 


Nineteenth Anniversary of Chicago's Great Conflagration—A Brief Glance 
Over the Results— Speculation as to the Royal-Queen Amalgamation—Ap- 
pointments for the Manchester Fire—Beating the Rebate Devil Around 
the Bush—Suit by Insurance Companies Against the Owners of a Pro- 
peller—Matters of Local Interest. 


[From Our Own CORRESPONDENT. ] 


October 8 was the nineteenth anniversary of the great Chicago fire, and a 
brief sketch of one of the largest conflagrations recorded in history would not 
be uninteresting at this time. At 9.45 o’clock, on a Sunday night, flames 
were discovered in a small barn on the corner of Dekoven and Jefferson 
streets. A gale of wind was blowing from the west and the flames spread 
with terrible rapidity, burning everything in their pathway, and only stopping 
after they had consumed 15,000 buildings, covering an area of four square miles, 
entailing a loss of $150,000,000, all in the marvelously short space of twenty- 
four hours. The following table shows the aggregate loss of the companies by 
States, the number of companies in each State, the number suspended and 
assessed, and the number that were not affected by the fire. It is a table 
published by THE SPECTATOR Company in 1870: 
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Chicago companies at that time were: American, Chicago Fire, Chicago 
Firemans, Commercial, Equitable, Garden City, Germania, Great Western, 
Home, Knickerbocker, Merchants, Republic and State. Not one of these is 
now in existence. 

The all-absorbing topic under discussion at present is the Royal-Queen 
amalgamation, and many and varied are the comments on the future policy 
of the combination. The Chicago managers of the companies claim to have 
no knowledge further than that already made public through the press, and 
are, it would seem, singularly in the dark regarding further movements. The 
companies, it is rumored, propose to run a dual general agency system, 
but if public opinion is any criterion, it will not be for long. Altogether it is 
the Sensation of the day, and will be the talk for weeks to come. C. H. Case 
1s Chicago manager of the Royal, and J. M. Rogers for the Queen. 

‘ Manager Dudley of the Manchester has .secured temporary offices on the 
tst floor of the Rialto building. Mayr they will occupy more spacious quar- 
- on the second floor of the same building. Chas, B, French, formerly 
‘ssistant general agent of the Orient, this city, has been appointed manager. 


means a speedy dissolution of the Boston board and a return to 
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The company will probably be in a position to appoint agencies in the larger 


cities by the first of November. 

That the arti-rebate law does not always prohibit rebating is shown by the 
following story, the truth of which is vouched for. A life agent approached 
a promising gentleman and solicited him for insurance, but was hampered in 
his quest by the fact that a rebate was wanted, and he could not give it, and 
almost wearing himself out in relating that under the new law rebates were 
prohibited. Finally a hapyy thought came to the agent, and he said: ‘I 
can’t rebate, as you know, but if you have anything to sell I'll give you a good 
price for it.” The prospective insurer pulled out a jack knife, which was just 
what the agent wanted, and for which $100 was offered and accepted and 
the deal closed at once. 

Suit has been begun in the United States District Court by the Union 
Marine Insurance Company of Liverpool and the Insurance Company 
of North America of Philadelphia against the owners of the propeller Cuba to 
recover $6250 damages. On July 13 the Cuba struck a rock on her voyage 
from Skillagalee to Waugaseance and sank. Part of her cargo consisted of 
2360 bushels of corn belonging to George D. Boyden & Co. The grain was 
insured for $10,147 in the companies named, and the suit is brought to re- 
cover only the actual loss. The propeller was released after the owners had 
given bond in $12,000. 

Geo. R. Crowsley of Duluth, Minn., has been appointed special agent of 
the American of New York for the States of Minnesota, Illinois and Iowa, 
with headquarters at Chicago, succeeding W. F. Thummel, who resigned to 
accept a position with the Franklin of Philadelphia. 

C. H. Hanaden, recently appointed. agent of the Prudential of Boston, has 
secured temporary quarters at 179 La Salle street. 

Broker W. W. Brown, owing to ill health, leaves next week to spend the 
winter in New Mexico. 

E. A. Shanklin, of the brokerage firm of F. P. Elwis & Co. was married 
October 8 to Miss Hattie Starling at Belleville, Can., and is East on the wed- 
ding tour. 

Col. R. H. Eddy, superintendent Union Central Life, has just returned 
from a trip through the Carolinas, and leaves to-night for Texas and Arkansas, 

E. H. Elwell, manager Michigan Mutual Life, is rusticating in Maine, 

General Agent Strong of the United States Life is traveling through Iowa. 

CHICAGO, Oct. 12. G, A. W. 





NEW ORLEANS. 


Fire Underwriters Opposed to Any Renewal of the Compact—The Position of 
the Liverpool and London and Globe—The United Underwriters of At- 
lanta—Suit Against an Accident Company by its Late Agent—Companies 
Seeking Admission to the State. 


[From Our Own CORRESPONDENT. ] 


Sometime ago the board appointed a committee to interview the members 
and ascertain how opinion stood on the question of employing a manager and 
returning, at one bound, to the compact system. The committee performed 
the duty with intelligence and diligence, and the result of the canvass showed 
that 179 votes favored the move, while 232 votes were opposed toit. So that 
question has been temporarily disposed of. 

It was reported that Clarence Low, of the Liverpool and London and Globe, 
had expressed a determination to withdraw his company and thus break up the 
board, but the favorable progress made in the direction of establishing a State 
board had induced him to alter this determination. By instinct and by educa- 
cation Mr. Low is the very reverse of a disorganizer, and his friends are 
gratified to find that he has wisely concluded not to attempt a part for which 
he is so iltadapted. It is far easier to break than to mend. It requires less 
skill to do the former but more credit belongs to the accomplishment of the 
latter. The old French proverb hath it that patience and time will always 
accomplish more than force and rage, and when patience and time are rein- 
forced by intelligence and good faith obstacles must and will be brushed aside 
and success become a certainty. 

James I. Day, the president of the Sun Mutual Insurance Company, than 
whom New Orleans does not contain a citizen more widely known and more 
highly esteemed, returned a few days ago from a trip to Europe. 

E. A. Swain, general manager of the United Underwriters of Atlanta, was 
in the city last week, but had departed before it was known that he was in 
town. Many of his friends missed the opportunity of seeing him, but they 
hope for better luck next time, and trust that the ‘‘ next time” will not be 
long delayed. I am informed that under the skillful guidance of this accom- 
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plished underwriter the United Underwriters is making such progress as will 
closely crowd many of the older competitors to retain their present rank in the 
procession. And no one will envy Mr. Swain his success, 

Ferd Marks, the popular general agent of the Manhattan Life and the senior 
of the well known and flourishing agency firm of Ferd Marks & Son, is back 
home again from a summer jaunt to Europe. Mr. Marks is a splendid speci- 
men of what the wondrous waters of Carlsbad can do for a man who has the 
sense to seek them and the dollars to pay his way. 

Thomas Godwin, the most expert accident insurance solicitor within the 
borders of this State, has brought suit against the American Accident Associ- 
ation of Nashville for balance due him and for damages arising from the pub- 
lication by the association of certain libelous articles, The suit promises, so 
it is said, to have racy developments. 

There is a rumor on the street to the effect that the Germania Life is con- 
templating entering this State next year. 

The Hekla Insurance Company of St. Paul is knocking at the gate to which 
our genial friend Col. Simeon Toby holds the key. The name ot the person 
who is to represent the postulant has not as yet been made public. 

New ORLEANS, October 10, 1890. CRESCENT. 








COMMUNICATIONS. 


IS THIS COMPANY RESPONSIBLE? 
[To THE EpiToR OF THE SPECTATOR. } 


DEAR S1IR—Will you kindly give us what information you have in reference 
to the standing of the Columbia Fire and Marine Insurance Company of Port- 
land, Ore.? In The Insurance Year Book no statement is given of this com- 
pany. They sent us a statement of their account, dated May 31, 1890, which 
we beg to enclose herewith. Will you kindly give us your opinion as to what 
you think of it? A policy has been offered to us for one of our customers, 


Awaiting your reply, I remain, BROKER. 


PITTSBURGH, Oct. 13. 

[We know very little about the Columbia Fire and Marine Insurance Com- 
pany of Portland, Ore., other than that this company refused to make a report 
of its condition for publication in The Insurance Year Book for 1890. About 
500 companies, embracing all the stock companies and all mutuals having as- 
sets exceeding $15,000, are glad to have a statement of their condition appear 
in the tables of statistics published in that work from year to year, and cer- 
tainly the neglect of this company to give publicity to its financial condition 
and business through the medium of The Year Book tends to weaken confi- 
dence in the organization. We notice that the company takes credit for 
$130,000 capital without showing in the statement referred to how much or 
how little of this amount is actually paid up in cash. In fact, it is stated by 
brokers in New York that but a small part of this amount is cash capital. It 
is rumored that the company is about to enter Illinois, and as, in accordance 
with the laws of that State, it must havea paid up capital of not less than 
$100,000, more can be learned about its condition when such application is 


made. Rumors, however, signify nothing.—Editor THE SPECTATOR. ] 





ACCIDENTAL HAPPENINGS. 


—wW. T. Clarke has recently been appointed general agent at St. Louis for 
the Equitable Accident Insurance Company of Denver, Col. This company 
having gained a firm footing in its own State, is now reaching out for a large 
business from other States, 

—Priscilla C. Sawyer has filed suit against the Equitable Accident Company 
of Cincinnati to recover $2000, the amount of a policy on the life of T. J. 
Sawyer, who was injured in a railway collision near North View, Mo., and 
died from such injuries on October 10, 1889. 

—The competition in England between various papers in offering a policy of 
railroad accident assurance to their readers continues as fierce as ever. One 
paper after another raised the limit until a free policy for £1000 was offered. 
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However, as death by railroad accidents is very rare, the papers have been on 
the safe side. But now a paper offers to pay £100 in the event of the death 
of the person purchasing the paper, no matter what kind of accident Causes 
his death. The next step we presume will be to offer a free life assurance 
policy with every penny paper. 

—Henry Hall, an officer of the Pennsylvania Mutual Accident Society of 
Philadelphia, thinks his reputation has been damaged $50,000 worth by a 
publication in The United States ‘Review of an article which he calls libel. 
ous. He has, therefore, sued Andrew C. Sinn for libel. Sinn was formerly 
vice-president of the Peansylvania Mutual, which society has also sued him 
for libel. 

—Assurance against accident, or the result of accident, is one of the wisest 
provisions men can make. Statistics show that accidents happen in about one 
case in every nine policies in force. Accidents happen at the most unlooked. 
for times and places and without the slightest warning; all classes are alike 
liable, and the attendant expenses and loss of income can best be provided for 
by assurance. 

—The anonymous circular business is being considerably overworked by 
certain vrominent accident companies. The day of monopoly in accident 
business is past, and the sooner this is recognized the better it will be both for 
the old established companies and the new comers, some of whom are quite as 
sound and solid as their older competitors. The old adage, ‘‘ Those who live 
in glass houses should not throw stones,” is being forgotten by some com- 
panies, hitherto of supposed good repute. 

—The American Employers Liability Insurance Company is still patiently 
waiting for its certificate of admission to this State. It is understood that the 
recent examination by the insurance department resulted favorably, but that 
the Superintendent is waiting for the recovery of Judge Ruggles in order to 
consult with him in relation to issuing the certificate. The company has 
already been admitted into twenty-one States, and is now increasing its 
paid-up capital to $200,000, which will enable it to enter Massachusetts and 
The company is prepared in addition to its employers’ 
The rate for 


some other States. 
liability business to write accident assurance on preferred risks. 
a $5000 policy is $20 per annum, while the policyholder has an interest in the 
net profits to the extent of seventy-five per cent thereof. Recent agency 
appointments of the company are as follows: General agents for Kentucky, 
Tennessee and Texas, Moore, Tillman and McAtee of Louisville, Ky.; T.B. 
Beecher, Bridgeport, Conn., general agent for Connecticut, and James T’. Me- 
Allister of Rome, Ga., general agent for Georgia and the Carolinas. 


—The New York Accident Company, after careful deliberation, has now 
chosen a successor to Gen. Clinton B. Fisk, its late president. Ex-Congress- 
man George A. Halsey of Newark has accepted the office, and the officers feel 
that they have got the very best man. Mr. Halsey is head of the patent 
leather house of S. Halsey & Son. He was assessor of Internal Revenue for 
the Newark District from 1862 to 1866, and was a member of the Fortieth 
and Forty-second Congress. He is a director of the Mutual Benefit Life In- 
surance Company, the United States Industrial Insurance Company, Firemens 
Insurance Company, Citizens Gas Light Company and president of the Rich- 
ardson Bros. Saw Company, all of Newark, N. J., also director of the Niagara 
Insurance Company of New York and member of the Essex County Country 
Club of New Jersey, and of the Union League Club of New York, also presi- 
dent of the board of managers of the Morris Plains Asylum and vice-presi- 
dent of the New Jersey Historical Society, trustee of the Newark Library 
Association, member of the Society Sons of Revolution, and for twelve years 
a prominent member of the Republican National Committee. 


-—Employers’ liability insurance is making smooth and steady progress, the 
business showing a gradual expansion. The South is offering an enlarging 
field for this business. The great and rapid increase in the number of indus- 
trial establishments and the increase of capital in that section has been fol- 
lowed by a demand for insurance against liability from accidents to workmen. 
It is curious how this increase in weath affects the demand for this insurance. 
The concern which has no surplus of working capital will rarely insure, though 
an accident to its employees might entail expenses it could ill sustain, while 
those with ample funds, able to run their chances, are the ones who desire in- 
surance. The late decision of the United States Circuit Court that vessel 
owners are liable for injuries to sailors arising from defective condition of the 
rigging, thus reversing previous rulings, is expected to open a great field for 
employers’ liability insurance among vessel owners. Another branch of this 
form of insurance which has assumed considerable proportions, is elevator 
surance. The inception of this dates back only two or three years, but already 
propertyowners are beginning to look upon it in the same manner as they do 
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nsurance, regarding its cost as one of the necessary expenses of conduct- 
Elevator accidents are alarmingly frequert, there having been 
several fatalities within the last month, The management of the business has 
been thoroughly systematized. The public may not be generally aware that 
owners and lessees of buildings may be liable for claims on account of acci- 
dents which may happen to any person (passenger or employee) in an elevator 
or elevator well, or while entering upon or alighting from an elevator car. 
The premium is moderate and the insurance company assumes liability to the 
amount of $5000 for any single person and to an aggregate of $10,000 in case 
two or more are injured. In case the question of damages should go to the 
courts the company conducts the case and pays all legal expenses. All the 
surroundings of an elevator are taken into account in determining the question 
of its insurability as well as the condition or pattern of the elevator itself. 
The method employed by a prominent company largely engaged in this busi- 
ness is, immediately after having insured the elevator, to have it thoroughly 
inspected by an elevator maker; the custom being where practicable to have 
each maker inspect his own elevators, After this each elevator is inspected 
at intervals of two or three months. Records are kept at the office of the 
company by which the present condition of the elevator can be seen ata 
glance. The recommendations of the inspectors are registered, and if they 
have not been complied with, the reason why must be forthcoming. While 
this insurance promises indemnity to the owners of the property from loss by 
elevator accidents, the general public receives additional protection from the 
thorough and frequent inspections to which the elevators are subjected. 
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NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


The Improvement of Building Construction. 
BY HENRY A, GOETZ.* 


Toric No. 6.—(a) Flues and fire hearths—How should they be built? (6) 
Which is the best economy, to continue building as now done and trust to the 
fire department, or put up better buildings that will not destroy each other, but 
will burn out individually? (c) Should firemen take an active part in urging 
that better methods of construction be adopted, and in what way can they do 
this best? Is it policy for the National Association to undertake to frame a 
model building law? (@) Will it cause the public to adopt better methods of 
building if the chiefs, in making their reports, would adopt the plan of re- 
porting, in addition to the total loss, also the probable loss that would have 
occurred if the building, in which the fire originated, had been built with 
adequate fire walls or in a proper manner? (e) Slow combustion buildings, 
To what extent has their construction reduced the fire hazard in cities ? 


(a) Flues and fire hearths—How should they be built ? 

It is unnecessary for me to tell the tiremen here assembled that the defec- 
tive flue is the most prolific cause of fires. In larger cities where a building 
ordinance is in force, and where the buildings are generally of brick you find 
about 15 per cent of the fires caused by defective flues. Still the average for 
the whole country is put down at 25 per cent, showing that supervision has 
some tendency to reduce the loss from this cause. Most of the fires from 
defective flues originate in dwellings, and it is also a fact that the chief cause 
of fires in dwellings is the defective flue. Dwellings alone valued at over a 
million dollars are destroyed yearly by defective flues, while the total loss from 
this cause, including brick warehouses, hotels, theatres, asylums, colleges, 
club houses and frame dwellings, is yearly about five millions. This subject, 
therefore, of flues and fire hearths is one of vital importance to us, and any 
improvements that can be brought about by this association can be considered 
only as a public blessing. There is no standard method of constructing a flue, 
every person seemingly doing as he pleases in the matter. I believe that in a 
majority of cases it is downright ignorance more than economy that induces 
the people to put up such fire traps. In the large cities we have explicit laws 
on the subject of flues, the ordinance usually covering a fire district that in- 
cludes brick buildings only and excludes or exempts all frame dwellings or 
buildings outside of said district. I have made the following extracts from 
the laws of Washington, New York, Chicago and others (see Fig. ): 

Flues in party walls should not extend beyond the centre of the wall. Joint 
flues in party walls shall be separated by a 4-inch width of brick work their 
entire height. All fire flues shall be smoothly plastered or have struck joints. 
—Chicago, All floor beams, joist and headers shal! be kept at least two 
inches clear of any wall enclosing a fire flue or chimney breast, and the space 
left between the framing and such a flue shall be filled solidly with gauged 
Mortar, a heavy coat of plastering to be put on the walls of such flue before 
any other woodwork shall be placed against it. All wooden beams shall be 
ee 





in apePer read before the National Association of Fire Engineers at Detroit, Septem- 











THE SPECTATOR. 195 


trimmed away from all flues, whether the same be smoke, air or any other 
flue, the trimmer beam to be twelve inches from the inside face of flue in a 
straight way and eight inches in a chimney breast, and the header four inches 
from the outside face of flue.x—New York. 

All hearths shall be supported by trimmer arches of stone, brick, or burnt 
clay, at least 16 inches in width measured from face of chimney breast.— 
N.Y. (See Fig. 2.) earths, fire-places or grates shall be laid upon trim- 
mer arches of brick, turned the full length of the chimney breast. No 
wooden joists, rafters, beams, girders or other wood shall be built into any 
chimney, flue or fireplace. Nor shall they be placed at a less distances than 
two inches from the outside of the brick-work of any flue or fireplace.— 
Washington. Hearths of open fireplaces shall be of stone or other incom- 
bustible substance and shall rest on brick trimmer arches or other fire proof 
material, which arches shall not be Jess than 18 inches wide in front of the 
breast. No chimney or smoke flue shall be built with less than 44-inch 
inclosing and division walls and all shall be lined with terra-cotta fire clay 
linings or plaszered on the inside and on the outside where passing between 
timbers. 

Notwithstanding these precautions we have many fires in the better class 
of buildings and it is our business to find the cause and then recommend some 
improvement that will remove it. By reference to Fig. 1 you will notice that 
considerable extra weight is added to the outside headers which rest upon 
the wall on each side of the flue. The natural tendency is for the wall under 
this weight to settle while that part of the wall taken up by the flue will 
remain in position ; the consequence being that ihe wall will crack from flue 
to joist and at the point of contact. A settling of the wall opens the crack, 
to be quickly filled up with soot. At some time or other when the chimney 
burns out the soot in this crack ignites and the spark will slowly make its way 
to aheated and dry joist very susceptible to ignition. Here in a most 
thoroughly concealed space the spark will grow into a flame until it has 
forced its way along the joist between floor and ceiling, burning there until it 
bursts forth into a destructive fire. 

Builaers sometime mislocate the trimmer as shown in Fig. 3, and either do 
not care to correct it or else leave it out entirely, thereby permitting the joist 
to enter the wall directly into or in close proximity to the flue. Firemen 
should make it their business to quietly enter any new structure and examine 
the joists to see if they enter the wall on a line with the flue. A short time 
ago I entered a new and very large structure just going up, in which not a 
single trimmer could be found that would span the flue, notwithstanding the 
city had an inspector of buildings and a building ordinance. I knew the 
inspector and quietly told him of my discovery, and you had better believe he 
rushed down to the building and stopped the work until proper trimmers were 
puton. If I had passed two days later a ceiling anda floor would have 
effectually concealed the builders’ criminal carelessness, and some day the 
firemen would have been called out to subdue a mysterious fire, cause un- 
known. I am satisfied many here assembled can give instances of how they 
discovered and got at these concealed fires. It is only through experience 
gained from others that we can improve and learn, therefore I urgently ask 
for some short experiences on this subject, especially of those that have hap- 
pened in the better class of buildings. 

After having listened to these practical experiences and after having diag- 
nosed the case, we must go at the remedy. I advise that the entire surface of 
trimmer and header next to a flue be covered with tin or light sheet iron (see 
Fig. 4) and that the header beams resting in the wall have their ends covered 
with a cast-iron box (Figs. 5 and 6), Thissimple method will make it utterly 


‘impossible for the header or trimmer to become ignited from any crack in the 


flue. The best flue that I have seen is shown in Fig. 7, being constructed in 
the usual manner, excepting that it is lined with tiling, but even this flue will 
crack if the foundation or building settles unequally. A flue built entirely of 
cast-iron would crack if the foundation settled, indeed it does not seem pos- 
sible to build a chimney flue that will not crack in the course of time ; now, 
therefore, I insist that all wood resting against any flue should be faced or 
lined with tin. This will cost but little extra and will most surely prevent the 
ignition of wood that is exposed to the flue. 

(6) Which is the best economy, to continue building as now done and trust 
to the fire department, or put up better buildings that will not destroy each 
other, but will burn out individually ? 

The general public is not aware that eleven fires alone destroyed over thirty 
millions of dollars worth of property during 1889. Just think of it, eleven 
fires costing on an average near three millions each. We destroy over I10 
millions worth of property each year, we spend nearly 40 millions for managing 
a system of insurance tax, and 30 millions are needed for the fire departments, 
our whole fire tax being nearly 200 millions, Estimating our population at 
65 millions, this fire tax amounts to $3 per head for every man, woman and 
child in the United States. One-half of this sum at least is the price we are 
paying for ignorance, carelessness and crime; the other half we cannot help, 
for fires have occurred for ages and will continue to occur,.notwithstanding all 
precautions to prevent them; but it is a lamentable fact that our people have 
grown more careless than those of any other nation, and that the means of 
preventing fires have not by any means kept pace with those for its extinguish- 
ment. ‘Take up the report of a representative department, that of New York, 
and in 1866 the rate of fires to buildings was 1 to 80; in 1889 it had risen by 
uneven steps to I to 40. While the number of buildings increased 80 per cent 
and the population 120 per cent, the outbreaks of fire increased in number 250 
per cent. The Insurance Commissioner of Massachusetts in his report esti- 
mates that full go per cent of all fires were preventable. These figures indi- 
cate very plainly that it is better buildings and increased precautions we need 
rather than improved apparatus or additional firemen. 

At a public meeting in Boston, Inspector Damrell said that the subject of 
prevention superseded that of extinguishment, and that we must build so as 
to confine the fires in the places where they started. If you wish to avert 
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conflagrations separate the risks by fire walls so that the fires can be con- 
fined. Prevent the erection of a building which, when a fire starts in it, will 
not only destroy itself, but lay waste the property of its neighbors. At the 
same meeting the fire commissioners expressed the opinion that it was not 
additions to the fire departmeut or improved apparatus that were wanted so 
much as better buildings that were able to resist fire. In fact it is now being 
accepted as law by the insurance experts and those who are intimately con- 
cerned that it is only by the most careful inspection and improved methods of 
building that we can ever hope to reduce the fire waste of this country. 

The walls of all warehouses, stores, factories and buildings intended to con- 
tain merchandise, machinery or humanity should be of the most substantial 









































OKI 
UK 
YL YSU 
CO) 


GY 

















THE SPECTATOR. 


[ 7; hursday, 


men that conflagrations are not of more frequent occurrence, and with no 
small amount of pride can we assert that the American firemen are head and 
shoulders above those of any other nation, still while the firemen are doing all 
that it is possible to do, it is, nevertheless, much the best economy to peti 
fires rather than trust to our ability to extinguish them. ° 

(c) Should firemen take an active part in urging that better methods of con 
struction be adopted, and in what way can they do this best? Is it policy for 
the National Association to undertake to frame a model building law ? 

For the last few years the loss of life at fires averaged near 500 yearly, and 
we can call to mind many brave and fearless firemen who were among that 
number. Hardly had our last convention closed when Major Hughes was 
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IMPROVED HEARTH AND FLUE CONSTRUCTION. 


construction. The joists, girders, posts and interior frame work should be so 
constructed that the entire contents might be burned and destroyed without 
danger to the enclosing walls. If the architects could be prevailed upon to 
design their buildings so that they could safely cremate their own contents, 
then it would be impossible for any fire to spread to any ‘serious extent, and 
the conflagration hazard could be wiped out of existence. ~The eleven fires of 
last year would have been impossible, and the danger to life and property 
would be immeasurably less. When it is borne in mind that falling walls 
are of frequent occurrence, and that when one building gives way the one 
standing next to it usually falls also, and when it is considered that this flimsy 
method of construction as now practiced furnishes all the most favorable con- 
ditions for a conflagration, the wonder is that each city is not in turn destroyed 
block for block. It is a high tribute to the efficiency of the American fire- 


called home by telegraph to mourn the loss of five men who were buried under 
a falling wall. Following soon after this came Philadelphia with one dead 
and several injured ; at Lynn another lost his life ; them the big fire at Bos- 
ton took away four at one time. This list could be kept up indefinitely, but 
we will close with the most fearful event of all, that at Indianapolis, twelve 
being killed at once and many others injured. 

It is certainly a sad commentary on our methods of building to know that 
the collapse of a single post or the falling of a few joists should cause the 
whole building to fall. Should we then as firemen stand back and say noth- 
ing? Is it not ouc duty to cry out and call upon our government both State 
and National, to correct these evils in building? Take up the building 
ordinances of all the larger cities and you will find no two of them alike ; unl- 
formity is a term unknown. Examine more closely and you will discover 
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many paragraphs to be unnecessary or so ambiguous as to be misunderstood. 
It is a strange commentary on the intelligence of this great nation that not 
asingle State in the Union has a comprehensive building law, classified to 
meet the varying wants of its different cities. Not a single city in this coun- 
try has an ordinance that can be considered perfect or nearly so. : 

That of Louisville just passed is said by architects and builders to be imprac- 
ticable, even using names and terms unknown to the trade. The Mayor of 
Boston has just appointed a committee for the purpose of revising an ad- 
mittedly bad and patched-up ordinance. In New York State a bill was re- 
cently introduced at Albany providing for the cppointment of a commission of 
three experts to draft suitable laws for the construction of buildings in the 
State. This bill fell through possibly because the average statesman did not 
appreciate its importance. New York city has had a commission at work 
for months revising and correcting the law, and intended to have the amend- 
ments passed by the last legislature, but the underwriters found some room 
for improvement and succeeded in delaying its passage until next winter. St. 
Paul, Minneapolis, Baltimore, Phitadelphia and Memphis are at work seeking 
to improve their laws, all this work showing conclusively and admitting the 
defects now existing. . 

This subject of improved methods of construction should receive our most 
earnest and careful deliberation, for it concerns the financial welfare of this 
country, the personal safety of ourselves and the life and property of those 
who are so unfortunate as to occupy these badly-constructed buildings during 
a fire. There are other national bodies who should be as deeply interested 
as ourselves, and we have every reason to believe they are, namely: The 
American Institute of Architects, the National Association of Builders, the 
National Board of Underwriters and the National Association of Building 
Inspectors. 

Does it not seem proper, therefore, for this association to ask the co-opera- 
tion of the national bodies mentioned for the purpose of framing a ‘* model 
building ordinance?” Such a model framed and promulgated under their 
combined co-operation would be eagerly adopted by all cities and would 
have a wonderful effect in improving our present methods of building. 

This association should be the first to take some action in the matter, 
Nothing we could do would be more commendable. Nothing we could do 
would be of such importance. Nothing we could do would be considered 
agreater blessing. Nothing we could do would bring us into more favorable 
prominence than to be the prime movers toward getting a uniform and model 
building ordinance framed and adopted. 

(¢d) Will it cause the public to adopt better methods of building if the 
chiefs, in making their reports, would adopt the plan of reporting, in addi- 
tion to the total loss, also the probable loss that would have occurred if the 
building in which the fire originated had been built with adequate fire walls or 
in a proper manner ? 

The people generally seem to think that a great fire or conflagration is an 
act of God, and find consolation in insurance, forgetting that insurance com- 
panies merely distribute the burden on the multitude with about 40 per cent 
added to pay dividends and expenses. The people generally are not aware 
that the greater the fire waste the greater the tax on the public. Insurance 
isnow considered « legitimate and necessary expense, and any one is counted 
as negligent indeed who meets with a loss by fire and is not insured against 
such a loss. Insurance, therefore, is a tax amounting at the present time to 
I per cent on all our taxables. A reduction of this tax is an important mat- 
ter. and lays wholly in the hands of the people, and can be brought about 
only by greater care in preventing fires and by better methods of construc- 
tion, The mutual insurance companies have demonstrated beyond a doubt 
that it pays to put up better buildings and protective apparatus. From 
actual results we find that the rate on a textile mill was formerly 2% per cent, 
while the rate last year was only % per cent. The president of a prominent 
stock company asserts that his company would make big money at one-third 
the present rates if fires could be confined to the buildings in which they 
originated, 

Losses by fire from interior causes seem unpreventable, but those from ex- 
posure—that is, where fire extends to adjoining property, can be prevented 
by the erection of better buildings having substantial fire walls. ‘The Chroni- 
cle Fire Tables show a loss from exposure during 1889 amounting to 50 
millions, the total loss from all causes being 125 millions, 60 per cent there- 
fore representing the loss from all other causes and 40 per cent that from ex- 
posure alone. After any great fire there is usually considerable criticism 
floating in air condemning the management at a fire, and the firemen generally 
get the blame if anyone is hurt by falling walls. Did you ever hear anyone 
inquire or ask during a fire about the details of construction, and how it 
might have been improved? Did anyone ask for the name of the architect, 
builder and the owner? Is the architect censured for permitting his judg- 
ment as to safety to be overcome by the economical ideas of the owner? Is 
the builder ever called to account or brought before a jury for putting up such 
.Sney death trap? Is the owner ever summoned before a judge to answer 
or the damage caused to adjacent property through his negligence, or to 
poche the lives that were burned and scorched? No. None of these 
: oe ault; it is the chief; it is the firemen that get all the blame. I need 
nly refer to the papers for evidence. This way of criticising matters should 

changed, end it can be done. 
ao chief in his report says: *‘ Had the walls of the building been suffi- 

: y strong the fire would have been confined to that building alone and 
z - would not have been more than one-third what it really was.” Another 

ys that the wells fell early, exposing much property that lay next to it, 
Another says that if the walls had remained standing the ] Id have be 
sery mach lees. he walls had remaine standing the loss would have been 
oo hema ss. Now, this is entirely too lenient with the owner, and much 
ond .. anguage should have been used, giving the figures of the total loss 

. 4ls0 of the preventable one. We have become so accustomed to walls 

ng that we take it as a matter of course and not to be helped. This habit 


our builders have of making thin party walls do double service, and of 
propping up these buildings against each other will not do. Compel owners 
to build so that a structure will stand alone should those adjacent be removed. 
Compel builders to put up a building so that the entire interior of the same 
could burn out without damage to the exterior walls. Draw out these facts 
especially in our reports with a view to educating and instructing the people, 
and there will certainly be a public opinion aroused that will correct these 
evils and make it a crime against the safety of the public for anyone to build 
these thin, weak and unsafe party walls. Methods of anchoring joists 
should also be corrected, for at present if the joists fall the anchors cannot 
free themselves, and therefore the walls are pulled down. You must explain 
in your reports what made the walls fall, and insist on some method of 
anchoring joists being used so that falling joists shall free their anchorages and 
leave the walls standing, remembering al] the while that nothing in existence 
can resist a fire so well or so long as a standing brick wall. 

(e) Slow combustion buildings. To what extent has their construction 
reduced the fire hazard in cities ? 

It is a great mistake to suppose that a building constructed of iron is fire- 
proof. It is possible to construct a building entirely of incombustible ma- 
terial, but if the same is filled with merchandise the whole is liable to destruc- 
tion by fire. Within the last few months we have had some fearful examples 
of the sudden and complete destruction of modern fireproof structures, con- 
clusively illustrating that it is impossible to construct a building that can be 
considered fireproof. Ironis a most dangerous material during re on account 
of its expansion during heat and its liability to bend and break. At a fire in 
St. Louis the expansion of an iron girder was so great as to force a hole 
through a heavy 24-inch brick wall. At the great fire in Boston last Novem- 
ber, Fire Marshal Whitcomb reports that the iron roof of the Ames build- 
ing, becoming expanded by heat of the flames from the Brown-Durrell build- 
ing, gradually spread the walls and fell in. Iron columns may be protected 
with tile and an extra coating of plaster, but if any part of this covering be 
damaged during a fire the whole column will be affected on account of the 
iron being a good conductor of heat. Protected iron columns, therefore, are 
not so safe as those of wood. No ordinary fire is likely to consume an 
upright wooden 12-inch column, since the charring of the surface actually tends 
to preserve the interior, and the same heat required to ignite such a post 
would render an iron column entirely useless. Capt. Shaw of London took a 
wooden post from a fire where it had been exposed for 414 hours; an exam- 
ination showed that it was merely charred upon the outside. After drying 
the same he piled shavings and wood about it and wetting it down with coal 
oil, set the heap on fire again. The heat could have been exceeded only 
by a blast furnace. At the end of 2% hours the post was taken out and split 
open and, while the exterior was burning, the interior was found uninjured 
and capable of supporting the weight for which it was originally designed. 
A fireman can always judge pretty well how long a burning beam or post 
will stand and may move about in its vicinity directing the stream of water, 
but a heated iron beam or post will break suddenly without sign or warning 
when a stream is directed against it. 

I beg now to submit to you a plan of the slow-burning method of con- 
struction shown in fig. 8. This plan is the one adopted by the mutual and 
stock insurance companies and is the ‘‘ standard.” You will notice that the 
usual narrow joists set on edge are not made use of, but instead of them the 
floor timbers are 10x12, I2x 14, or 12x16 inches, and are placed 8, 9 or to 
feet apart. They may be solid or in two parts, bolted together, not exceeding 
25 feet span. 

The floor plank are laid flat on these timbers, grooved and splined, 3 inches 
thick on the narrower bays and 4 inches thick on the wide bays. Over this a 
top floor is laid 1 inch thick, with mortar or building paper underneath if 
preferred. No sheathing is permitted upon the underside of the timbers, so as 
to make a hollow floor.. When sheathing is required it is nailed solidly 
to the underside of plank between the timbers. In dangerous departments 
plastering is laid on iron or wire lathing following the line of plank and 
timbers. 

At the anchorage of walls (see fig. g) the beams must rest in a cast-iron box 
made to receive the end and separated from contact by ribs projecting on 
the inside of the box. This box is of dovetail form, the shape securely hold- 
ing it in the wall. An upwardly projecting lug fits in a notch in the bottom 
edge of beam and thereby forms the tie. This arrangement is much more sta- 
ble than any other, and if by reason of fire the beams break they will slide out 
of their position without injury to the walls. (Fig. 10.) This method of an- 
choring joist is especially recommended by the mutual underwriters’ associa- 
tions East and West, and if not used five cents or more is added to the rates 
of insurance. At the columns the beams rest on cast-iron caps (see fig. 8), 
the sides of cap being bolted to base of upper column and top of lower 
column, forming thereby a continuous column to the roof. Outwardly extend- 
ing plates, having upwardly projecting lugs, provide the base or corbel upon 
which the horizontal timbers rest, each timber being notched so as to fit 
over the lug. This method is new and has some very commendable features, 
most important being that any part that is burnt can fall out of its position 
without bringing down adjacent parts. The builder has also less trouble to 
place it in position, and because the base of upper post is securely held it 
prevents teetering and trembling, to which many large structures are subject. 

The roof is nearly flat and of the same general construction as the floor, 
except being somewhat lighter. No wooden cornices are allowed. All out- 
side walls and partitions must be of brick, and all openings in partition walls 
must be covered with fireproof self-closing doors. Ina solid building of this 
kind a fire could make but little eutean eothes the arrival of a fairly good fire 
department, and upon its arrival no time is lost looking for the fire, and a 
stream directed against the ceiling has full play, being able to reach every 
corner on account of there being no concealed spaces between floor and ceiling. 
Architects and owners are beginning to learn that expensive buildings con- 
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structed of iron: beams, hollow tile and brick arches seldom fill their expec- 
tations as to fire-resisting qualities, especially when filled with merchandise; 
it is therefore'safest to construct a solid building of wood as just described, 
with heavy dividing walls. Many structures are now being built on this 
plan. The influence this method has had in reducing the fire waste cannot 
be estimated as yet, because it is not in general use. From individual reports 
we learn much that is very satisfactory. The large fire at No. 17 Kingston 
street, Boston, stands as a monument to the efficiency of this method Jin re- 
ducing loss by fire. In this case the fire started on the fourth floor, went up 
the elevator to the fifth, and was held in check there underneath the roof, the 
damage being confined to the stock of -drygoods, the packing cases and the 
sheathing on ceiling and underside of roof. Mr Woodbury of the New Eng- 
land mutual insurance companies (who insure only buildings of this class) made 
a careful investigation some two years ago, and could not learn of a single in- 
stance where the fire had burned through such a floor unless the same con- 
tained belt holes, elevator openings or other apertures through which the fire 
could gain headway. The English method of overcoming this trouble with 
belt holes and stairways should be adopted in this country. (Fig. 11.) It is 
simply to entirely isolate each floor, transmitting the power from shafting 
which enters thé room from an isolated belt tower. The stairs and eleva- 
tors are in separate towers outside of the main building, and are connected 
by openings which are covered with fireproof doors. 
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Proposed Amalgamation of the Royal and Queen Insurance 

Companies. 
For some time past there have been rumors of a proposed amalgamation be- 
tween the Royal Insurance Company and the Queen Insurance Company, 
both of Liverpool, and both transacting fire and life insurance business all 
over the globe. It is obvious at once that an amalgamation of this kind will 
not be carried through without a certain amount of discussion, and it falls to 
our province to place before those interested the precise position ot affairs, so 
that those who are only partially informed may arrive at a just knowledge of 
their position. Asa matter of fact the board of directors of the Queen In- 
surance Company have, subject to confirmation of, and approval by their 
shareholders, agreed to the proposed amalgamation, The shareholders, there- 
fore, of the Queen have the matter in their own hands now, but as to what 
the answer should be we think no reasonable person can have the slightest 
doubt. We have, first of all, to consider who will profit most by this pro- 
posed amalgamation—the shareholders of the Queen or the shareholders of the 
Royal. That the shareholders of the Royal will profit to a certain extent 
goes, we think, without saying; for anything which will place in the hands of 
the able administrators of that great office, a new premium income of nearly 
$600,000 sterling, must tend to increased profits being realized on Royal 
shares. And we may here draw attention to what these profits have been in 
the past. 

The Royal shares, to go back to our Stock Exchange lists, were quoted 
from 23 to 20 in 1879; five years later they were quoted from 30 to 28; in 
1888 they were quoted from 44 to 37, whilst, according to our stock and share 
list published on September 24, and compiled from records of actual transac- 
tions, the Royal shares stood at from 61 to 57, the value therefore having prac- 
tically trebled since 1879, or within the space of eleven years. That further 
increases of value will take place, by reason of the new amalgamation, is ob- 
vious; but it is to the Queen shareholders that the advantages will present 
themselves in the most unmistakable manner. In 1879 the shares of the 
Queen were valued at close upon £4, the shares ranging at or about this fig- 
ure during 1879 and 1880, They fell gradually until, in 1883-4, they stood 
at about £2 10s. each on the average. They have since risen until, in 1888, 
they stood at £4 roughly; but on the average they were less in 1888 than they 
were in 1879. But during the last two years considerable improvements have 
taken place in the Queen shares, and they ranged from £4 Ios. to nearly £7 
in 1889, and the transactions on the Liverpool Stock Exchange, as recorded 
in our issue of September 24, showed the price of the Queen shares at from 
7% to 7%. 

It is obvious, therefore, that to the Queen shareholders the advantages of 
this amalgamation are immense. They will at once begin to share in the ad- 
vantages of that brilliant system of management which has brought the Royal 
shares up to treble their value within the same period during which the Queen 
shares have only risen to about double their value. In fact, as for the Queen 
shareholders, they have everything to gain and nothing to lose. The transac- 
tion is one which may be characterized, when carried through, as benefiting 
the Royal shareholders to a moderate amount, but the Queen shareholders to 
an extraordinary and unlooked-for extent. It is one of those rare combina- 
tions which bring fresh prosperity to all concerned; but of the two fortunate 
parties to this proposed contract, the Queen shareholders are those which have 
the most sincere reason for rejoicing. The rise in Queen shares, as exhibited 
on the Liverpool Stock Exchange within the last two or three days, viz., to 
the price of between £8 % to £9 per share, has necessarily followed upon the 
publication of this remarkably good news. This may be taken as a very fair 
index of that full appreciation of the value of the transaction which will cause 
the shareholders of the Queen in their own interests alone to promptly support 
the action of their directors in making this most excellent bargain on their 
account.—Aeview, London, October r. 








—Seven indictments have been found against Thos. Connolly and Geo. 
H. Perkins for arson in the first degree by the grand jury in Brooklyn. 
Connolly confessed that he looked on while Perkins set the fires. 
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—The Georgia Home will enter Texas shortly. 

—The Caledonian has beén admitted to Minnesota. 

—E. F. Neufville, an agent at Savannah, Ga., is dead. 

—The United Underwriters of Atlanta will enter Illinois, 

—Manager Beddall of the Royal sailed for home yesterday. 

—A fire patrol station is about to be established in Harlem. 

—The Thames and Mersey Marine has applied for admission to Missouri, 


—A building to cost $300,000 will be erected in Toronto by the Confedera. 
tion Life. 

—An addition of three stories is being made to the Mutual Life building in 
Philadelphia. 

—The German of Freeport has reinsured its Pacific coast business in the St. 
Paul German. 

—Vice-President Meyer of the Armstrong companies arrived in New York 
Sunday from Europe. 

— The Canadian business of the Glasgow and London has been reinsured in 
the Citizens of Montreal. 

—J. Townsend succeeds to the business of the late agency firm of Doerr & 
Townsend at Madison, Ia. 

—The senior partner of the Denver firm of Coolidge, Wormell & Brannen, 
J. W. Coolidge, has retired. 

—The Masonic Mutual Life Association of Cleveland, O., assessment, has 
been admitted to do business in Indiana. 

—Harry Stehley, the agent accused of embezzling upwards of $5000 from 
the Union Central Life, has been captured. 

—Leverett Brainard has been elected vice-president of the Orient to fill the 
vacancy caused by the death of Newton Case. 


—J. P. Stanard, of the Cleveland firm of Stanard & Thomas, died recently 
in Maine, where he was seeking to regain his health. 


—Col. Joseph D. Moore, special agent of the Western of Toronto, died 
October 7 at his home in Baltimore in his fifty-fourth year. 


—The Hekla of St. Paul, Germania Lite of New York and the Bowery Fire 
of New York have made application for admission to Louisiana. 


—The Ohio general agency of the Provident Life and Trust, in care of S. 
S. Safford, will probably be transferred from Columbus to Cleveland. 


—Manager D. S. Fletcher of the National Life Association has lately made 
a trip through the West and Northwest, and established some important 
agencies. 

—The October grand jury in New York has on it the following insurance 
men, viz.:.E. M. Levy, D. L. Kirby, Edward Kendrick and John C. 
Robertson, 

—Howard C. Levis, of the legal department of the Westinghouse Electric 
& Manufacturing Company, has been elected a director of the Electric Mutual 
of Boston to fill a vacancy. 

—The stockholders of the Carolina of Wilmington have authorized an in- 
crease in the capital stock of $50,000 to $75,000. A dividend of 10 per cent 
has been declared. 

—The Mercantile of Cleveland has reinsured its Philadelphia and New 
England business in the Home of New York, which took its New York city 
business some time since. 

—Detectives of the American Surety Company have arrested Donald Gib- 
son, the messenger who is suspected of robbing the United States Express 
Company of considerable money. 

—C. A. Stewart, an insurance adjuster from San Francisco, saved his com- 
pany $1200 on the Harrington & Smith fire by auctioning off bags of damaged 
flour to the Indians.— Seattle Press. 

—Major J. 17. Morgan, general superintendent of the Southern department 
for the Manhattan Life, who has been in New York and vicinity for some 
time, has returned to his home in Atlanta, 

—Col. George R. Davis of Chicago, who has been appointed director 
general of the World’s Columbian Exposition, was at one time general agent 
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of the Massachusetts Mutual Life for Chicago, and is at present treasurer of 
Cook county and the attorney to accept services for the Hartford Life and 
Annuity. 

_It is rumored that Minneapolis is to have a new mutual company, to be 
known as the Western Millers Mutual Fire Insurance Company, and of which 
ALR. McGill of Chicago will be president. 

_The Citizens of Pittsburgh is suing its local agents at Bangor, Me., for 
the amount of loss on a policy which it had twice ordered the firm to cancél 
and which they had persistently allowed to remain in force. ; 


_—The Teutonia of New Orleans is about to enter Tennessee, and has 
already appointed the following agents in that State: Knorville Fire Insur- 
ance Company at Knoxville; J. M. Picton at Louisville. 

—The ball game between the insurance teams of New York and Philadel- 
phia, played in the latter city October 3, resulted in a victory for the home 
team, who afterward entertained the visitors at Reisser’s. 

—The greater part of the stock of the Atlantic Fire and Marine of Provi- 
dence has been bought by the executive committee of the Industrial Trust 
Company of Providence, which bid $25 per share for the balance. 

—Henry S. Tyler, one of the best known young fire agents of Louisville, is 
acandidate for Mayor at the election to be held in December. Mr. Tyler 
has long been a member of the council, and is now president of the board. 


—Hon. Charles D. Jacob, president of the Mutual Life of Kentucky, is 
back from his trip around the world, and we are glad to state greatly im- 
proved in health. He made the circuit of the world in less than 100 days. 


—Benjamin F. Lowe, who was an insurance agent up to 1875, died 
October 9 in New York at the age of seventy-eight years. He was the father 
of W. E. Lowe, the well-known Pine street agent, who succeeded him in his 
business, 

—Temporary appointments have been made to fill the offices of secretary 
and treasurer of the Ohio Farmers of Le Roy, made vacant by the death of 
A. H. Hawley. N. Harras is now acting as secretary and T. G. Loomis as 
treasurer. 

—The New Orleans board has adopted a resolution to the effect that owners 
of cotton presses, in order to obtain minimum rates, must have their build- 
ings connected with the American District Telegraph Company’s central 
office, so that an alarm can be readily sent in. 


—Suits have been commenced by the State authorities in California against 
the Bankers and Merchants Life Association of the United States and the 
United Endowment Association to declare their charters forfeited, because of 
alleged violations of law. 


—At the Queen’s Chicago office the following self explanatory cablegram 
was received: ‘*‘ Any rearrangement of Queen's business will simply be a 
matter of form. Business will be continued as heretofore, either in name of 
Royal or Queen, or both.” 


—A verdict was returned tor the defendants in suit of M. & A. Jacobs vs. 
seventeen insurance companies at Boston, to recover $22,000 on policies on 
goods burned in 1886. The defense was that the plaintiffs made a fraudulent 
statement and set fire to the building. 


—Tilden Blodgett, one of the prominent New York city agents of the Equit- 
able Life and a vice-president of the recently organized National Association 
of Life Underwriters, sailed yesterday on the Teutonic, en route for Austra. 
lia, He expects to be absent about a year. 

—President Tattnall Paulding of the Delaware Mutual Safety announces 
that Alfred Hand, the assistant secretary, will have immediate charge of the 
marine branch of the company’s business. In view of Mr. Hand’s large 
experience in this line, it should be eminently successful. 


~The Michigan Fire Underwriters Association has elected officers for the 
ensuing year as follows: President, J. Mabbett Brown, Chicago; vice-presi- 
dent, W. F. Hawxhurst, Detroit ; secretary and treasurer, W. J. Weir, 
- executive committee, Eugene Harbeck, C. L. Androus and M. B. 

ones, 

—The Pittsburgh managers of the National Capital Savings, Building and 
Loan Society, Sefton & Dunn, together with four of their agents, were last 
week tried in the criminal court of this county on the charge of conspiracy to 
defraud, and all were found guilty. Sentences from three months up to one 
year and a half were imposed.—/nsurance World. 

~The Texas Insurance Club will hold its annual meeting at Dallas, 
October 21. The principal topic for discussion will be the prevailing rate war 
m Dallas. This has reached such a pass that one fitm advertises to write in- 
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surance not only as cheaply as any one else, but if necessary will write it free 
of cost to the assured and throw in a chromo besides. 


—Ex-Mayor Henry A. Weaver of Pittsburgh, died in that city September 
26, aged seventy-one years. Mr. Weaver during his lifetime held many posi- 
tions in financial and political circles, and was at different times identified 
with some of the loca] insurance companies as a director. Henry F. Weaver, 
treasurer of the Boatmans Insurance Company, is a nephew of the deceased. 

—Superior (Wis.) agents to the number of fourteen have signed the follow- 
ing agreement: ‘‘ Resolved, That we, the undersigned fire insurance agents of 
Superior and members of the Duluth Underwriters Compact, hereby mutually 
agree between ourselves that we will not hereafter represent any fire insurance 
company that has any other agent or agents within the said limits of said city 
of Superior.” 

—At the annual meeting of the Toledo Fire Underwriters Association held 
on October 7, the following officers were elected for the ensuing year: Presi- 
dent, Elbert A. Pope; vice-presidert, Harry Haynes; treasurer, John D. 
Irving ; secretary and surveyor, Chas. M. Lang; executive committee, J. S. 
Kountz, F, J. Hoag, V. Braun, W. H. Alexander, Judd Richardson, L. W. 
Flost and Gilbert Canniff. 


—Apropos of the entrance of the Greenwich inte the Southern field, ‘‘ entre 
nous,” writes for The Insurance Herald: ‘‘I had the pleasure of meeting 
Mr. Harper of the ‘Greenwich.’ He had just returned from a business trip 
through the Carolinas. Mr. Harper speaks most encouragingly of the busi- 
ness outlook. I have never thought that there would be much difficulty in 
placing the ‘ Greenwich.’ Manager Mims has a host of friends who not 
only cordially welcome him back to the Southern field, but who are desirous 
of being again brought into business relations with him. All still remember 
the happy condition of affairs that existed between his former general agency 
and the agents. I am strong in the belief that he will shortly secure as large 
a business, comparatively, as he had formerly, and will make it as profitable.’ 


—The recent death of Frederick Schwendler, vice-president of the Germania 
Life Insurance Company from its organization in 1860, necessitated various 
changes in the office force. It is pleasant to note that in making them the 
company has recognized merit and faithful service by the promotion of gentle- 
men who have given their energies and abilities to its development. Cornelius 
Doremus, who has been its secretary for twenty-two years, has been chosen 
vice-president ; Hubert Cillis, who has been actuary of the company, and 
energetically assisted in its management, is made secretary, thus becoming 
more fully identified with the practical management, but retaining his posi- 
tion of actuary; Gustav Meidt, who has been with the company eighteen 
years, is promoted to be assistant secretary. As these gentlemen are possessed 
of ability and long experience, their advancement will undoubtedly tend to 
bring the company more prominently to the front. 

—As is pretty generally known, E. B. Harper, president of the Mutual Re- 
serve Fund, has been in Europe for two or three months ** booming” the 
business of his company. He has succeeded in attracting widespread atten- 
tion to the Mutual Reserve, increasing its business and making himself pop- 
ular. He has been entertained at many public banquets, and has received 
several distinctive honors. In addition to the banquet given to him in Lon- 
don, two prominent orders in England elected him an honorary member and 
presented him with a gold medal in commemoration of the event. On the 
Continent similar honors were conferred upon him, the L’Exposition Indus- 
triel de France presented him a large gold medal with certificate awarded by 
the jury of the exposition in the Economic Section to the Life Association of 
which Mr. Harper is president. The Association Universal Academie des 
Palmiers decorated him with a gold medal emblematic of the society, and 
elected him as honorary grand master. 


—One would hardly think that the city of Cincinnati was in so secure a po- 
sition, with respect to protection against-fire, that it could afford to materially 
reduce the strength of its fire department, and yet we are told that this may 
be done. At a recent meeting of the fire commissioners, according to the local 
press, ‘‘ President Megrue called the attention of the board to the action of 
the tax commission. He said that if the levy was to be cut down $50,000 it 
would necessitate the closing of several of the houses on the first of next year. 
He would not vote to reduce the salaries of the members of the department, 
but, instead, suggested that all repairs be stopped, no more supplies be pur- 
chased, and that the commissioners select about six of the houses to be closed 
on the first of the year.” The Cincinnati Fire Department has not been a 
costly one—the expenses last year were something over $400,000—nor has it 
proved any too large for the duties required for it, and the cutting down of its 
force now would be a piece of costly shortsightedness which it is difficult to 
believe that public opinion would permit.—Fire and Water. 
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AUTCMATIC SPRINKLER NOTES. Cincinnati; Cooper and Columbia, Dayton; Hartford, Liberty, North Ameri 
Philadelphia; Phoenix, Hartford; Royal, Liverpool. Also two houses and re 
—The Gray dry-pipe system will be installed in H. C. Higginson’s plaster barns; insured. * 
shed at Newburgh, N. Y. —Colmesnil, Tex., October 5.—Building and_stock of Henderson & Kuebler: 


“> : : , . . . 15. loss, $20,000; insurance, $1000. Mrs. S. A. Clough’s residence and milline,. 
A fire which might have proved very serious was extinguished by the Wit- store; loss, $25,000; insurance, $750; also post-office. € millinery 
ter sprinklers in a mill near Oldham, England. i. : paki te 
a ‘ 2 - —Brainerd, Minn., October 10.—Nearly three business blocks, includi 
—Gray sprinklers extinguished a fire at 81 Washington street, Brooklyn, mercial Hoel, St. Francis Catholic Church and parsonage, jail Pioneet Hoar 
October 10, for which no claim will be made on the insurance companies. Kinkele’s market and dwelling, and several other dwellings; losses estimated at 


—H. C. Stockdell, southern manager of the Phenix of Brooklyn, has erected $200,009; insurance, $30,000. 


a test-house in Atlanta at his own expense, and will open it to all makes of —Minneapolis, Minn., October 9.—F. W. Nevins, clothing; loss, $15,009; insur. 
sprinklers ? ance on fixtures and machinery in Exchange, N. Y., $1020; German, Peoria 


? , ? $500; German, Pittsburgh, $500; Grand Rapids, $1000; Liberty, $800; Phenix 
—The Ticonderoga Pulp and Paper Company, Ticonderoga, N. Y., has or- _ Brooklyn, $1000; Rochester German, $1000. Wyman, Partridge & Co cloth: 
dered a complete Walworth equipment, wet syster:, of which the first instal- loss, $8000; insurance, $6200. S. W. Stevens & Co., flour; loss, $1000; insuredin 
ment will be 250 heads, Germania N. Y., $2000; Reading $2500. H. S. Smith & Co.a dE.C Best, pro- 
; : aoe duce brokers, office furniture and fixtures; loss, $2009; insured in British Ameri- 
—The Ivers & Pond Piano Company, Cambridgeport, Mass., is indebted to _can, $1000; German, Freeport, $1500; Phoenix, Hartford, $1000; Rockford, $1500; 
the Grinnell sprinkler equipment for its escape from a serious fire in the dry | Reading, $1000. Boston Realty Company's building, 112 First avenue, north: 
room. One head opened and controlled the flames until the hose could be damage, $2000; insurance, $50,coo. 
brought into play. BP genres Mich., October 11.—Louis Sand’s Red Mill, salt block, 3,000,009 
ons . ; . id eae shingles, 202,000 feet lumber and 69,000 barrels salt; loss, $100,090, insure q 
—The Southeastern Tariff Association has accepted the proposition of sewer Mill, American, $1000; Continental, $2500; $1000 ts in Hartford, pa 
John Hill, of Columbus, Ga., to test his sprinkler in the open air at Atlanta, London and Lancashire, Niagara, Northern, North America. Orient, Pennsyl, 
and has issued an invitation to the companies and agents to witness the ex- _vania, Queen, State Investment; North America and Peoples, $500 each; Phenix 
hibition, which will take place October 18. of Brooklyn, Queen, Liverpocl and London and Globe, Springfield, $1500 each; 
; a 4 - Mutual, $2000; Traders, Manufacturers Mutual of Grand Rapids, $2500 each; St. 
—As an instance of the ignorance of some prominent insurance men on the Paul, Western Manufacturers Mutual, $5000 each; Pioneer of Hartford, $5000; 
subject of sprinklers, we quote the question asked a representative of a sprink- North British and Mercantile, $2000. Sait block and contents: $1000 each in Con- 
ler company lately by a leading underwriter: ‘ Suppose a fire should start in _ tinental, Connecticut, Citizens, Franklin, Guardian, Hartford, London and Lan. 
one room and open a sprinkler, would not that open all the sprinklers and _cashire, Liverpool and London and Globe, Mutual, North British and Mercantile, 
flood the whole building ?” Peoples, Pennsylvania, Peoples, Royal, Rochester-German, St. Paul, Security, 
Springfield, Sun, Traders, Union, Westchester; $500 each in British-American, 
—The following, issued by the secretary of the Philadelphia Fire Under- London and Lancashire, Niagara, St. Paul, Royal, Northern, Lancashire, Minne- 
writers Association, John E. Whiting, explainsitself: ‘‘ Maria Schollenberger  @Polis, Mutual, Syndicate, Queen, Liverpool and London and Globe; Manufac- 
et al, Mascher and Putnam streets. Members are advised that approval of | ‘¥rers Mutual of Grand Rapids, $2sco. 
the sprinkler system in this risk is withdrawn. After repeated requests, com- Chicago, Ill., October 6.—Building of H. & A. Keep, 257 and 259 State street; 
pliance with which was promised, the assured have failed to make necessary _loss, $70,000; insured as follows (jncluding rents): A&tna $5100; Commercial 


changes and risk is therefore rerated as without sprinkler protection’” Union, $5100; German American, $5100; Hartford, $8475; Liverpool and London 
and Globe, $5100; London Assurance, $3375. Martin Emerich Outfitting Com- 


—On September 15th, a fire broke out in the waste bagging room at the pany, furniture, etc.; loss, $40,000; insured as follows: American, N. Y., $2500; 
Great Western Cotton Works. Bristol, about 11 o'clock in the forenoon, Commercial Union, $5000; German, Pittsburgh, $2500; Peoples, N. Y., $2509; 
Cause unknown. One Grinnell sprinkler opened, and promptly extinguished Prudential, N. Y., £2500; coe gy See, = gag Socom $5020; _ In- 
the flames before the hands had time to bring the ordinary appliances into Theron? A enall os Bsr nog age sayin pein Rs ‘oll : oa 
play. The alarm sounded. Pressure on instalation from tank forty pounds. Gadanauiess, $2509; Boylston, $25co; Citizens, Pittsburgh, $15co; Connecticut, 
Damage almost #7. No claim on insurance companies.—/ost Magazine. $2000; Home, N. Y., $5000; Imperial. $2300; Liberty, $25co; London Assurance, 

9 a $2500; Lancashire, $20co; Manufacturers and Traders, $2500; Norwich Union, 
THE NERACHER AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER AND PIPING COMPANY. $2500; Pennsylvania, $3000; Phoenix, Hartford, $2520; Queen, $2509; Sun, Le 
Thi : rer ; Weste Fr . Furnitu nd fixtures; Fire Association, Phila- 

This company has recently completed om axteenre factory building at sone paso.” McVeigh’ & Pertie, henna, loss; $20,000; insured as f llows: 
Warren, O., at which place its main offices are now located. ItsCleveland office Friremens, Baltimore, $2000; Kings County, $1520; London and Lancashire, 
is at room 109, Stone Block, and other branch offices are located at Cincinnati, $2500; Williamsburg City, $1000. Building of H. and A, Keep, 261 and 263 
Chicago, St. Louis, Pittsburgh and Boston. The Neracher Company is one State street, slightly damaged. G. N. Lee & Co., pictures, loss, $10,000; insured in 
of the most energetic, progressive and successful in this line of business, and Amazon, Lion and Providence-Washington, for $1000 each. C. W. and H.C. 
its system is recognized by manufacturers and by representative underwriters Story, furniture; loss, $2000, insurance, $3620. Small losses by National Music 
as being fully up to the standard and in some respects superior to any other. Company and Smith & Patterson. 00 
The merit of this distinction rests largely upon the perfect construction of the oak Bat en 
sprinkler supplemented by thorough and honest work in the installation of all AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 
its equipments. A fixed deflector, unquestioned sensitiveness combined with —Byron Wells, agent for the Northwestern Mutual, at Dallas, Tex. 
unusual strength in all parts are prominent features of the Neracher. 7 RET ee ee a 

—-John H. Ciune, agent for the Norwich Union, at Springfield, Mass. 
—John R. Criley, agent for the Peoples of Manchester, at Ottumwa, Ia. 


—Daniel Davis, agent at Oskaloosa, Ia., for the Peoples of Manchester. 


IMPORTANT FIRES OF THE WEEK. 


—Chicago, Ill., October 12.—Putnam European Hotel; loss, $03,000. —E.: E. Carner, general agent at Troy, N. Y., for the Mutual Benefit Life. 


—Alexander Weil of New Orleans, special agent for the Manhattan Life. 


—Baltimore, Md., October 12.—Steamer John E. Tygert; loss, $40,090. —Mason L. Speed, agent for the Connecticut Indemnity at Louisville, Ky. 
—Portland, Ore., October 4.—Union Iron Works, $47,000; partially insured. —Elkin Moses, general agent for the Pacific Mutual Life, at New Orleans. 
, — Lancaster, Pa., October 8.—Aldus Griff's flour mill; loss, $115,000; partly —Balfour, Guthrie & Co., Pacific Coast agents for the Palatine of Manchester. 
— . r ’ ; —L. W. Heath, agent for the Peoples of Manchester, at.Grand Rapids, Mich. 
—_- Pa., October 9.—Edward Jones’ chesille factory, $30,000; partly —Jacob S. Dygraff, agent at Keokuk, Ia., for the Peoples Fire of Manchester. 


—Ashland, Mass , October 7.—C. T. Aldrich’s shoddy cloth mill and contents; —S. C. Couch, agent for the American Fire of Philadelphia, at Taunton, oe. 
loss, $25,000; insured. —John H. Church, agent for the St. Paul Fire and Marine, at Springfield, Mass. 


—Ashland, O., October 12.—Buildings of Mrs. Hoffman, B. F, Ridgley and A. —Farnsworth & Blumberg, agents for the St. Paul German, at San Francisco, Cal. 
McConkie; loss, $25,000; insurance, $8990. , ; 


—F d < sat Chariton, Ia., for the Hawkeye, vice J. C. Cope 
—Bernardsville, Ne J , October 13.—George I. Seney’s summer cottage and F, and R, Crocker, agents at Chariton, Ia., for the - 


furniture; loss, $30,000. Mrs. John Simpson’s diamonds, loss, $20,000. land. 
—Elbow Lake, Minn., October 4.—Prairie fires; residences, barns and crops of —J. J. Adams & Son, general agents for the State M 

H. S. Denton, F. H. Lake, P. Lang, M. Adams, J. H. Adams and W. Biger; ville, Ky. 

ety hse —Chas. P. Engelman, State agent for the Sun Fire of London, with headquat- 
—Spokane Falls, Wash., October 6.—Spokane Commission Company, produce; t Chi ; 

1 ss, $20,000; insured. Hotel Spokane, damage, $4000; fully insured. Lamona ae : : : cciccinpi for the sem 

building damaged. —T. H. Bowles of New Orleans, special agent in Mississippi for 
—Mansfield, O.—Mansfield Carriage Hardware Company's buildings and con- Life of New York. 

tents, burned October 3, were insured in Royal for $5000; Hartford, $3000; Lon- —Hutson Lee, general Southern agent for the Liberty o 


Som RATES, Tome, ters at Charleston, S. C. 

—Lewisburg, Pa., October 6.—Beaver Block, News printing office, P. B. Stahl, : ic 1 Accident of N 
baker, W. A. Lieby, butcher, Pfenniger & Angsted, barbers, and Lewisburg Jour- —M. A. Fisher, agent for the American Mutual Accide 
nal; loss, $30,000; insurance, $20,000. Orleans, vice Thos. Godwin. 


; ; ae , of State o! 
—Sidney, O , October 12.—John Loughlin’s school-desk factory; loss, $25,000; —J. B. Slaughter & Co., second agents for the Insurance Company o 
insured for $21,000 in following companies: American, Philadelphia; Amazon, Pennsylvania, at Louisville, Ky. 
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A THORO 





Figency Wants. 


Prominent Agents and Brokers. 








UGHLY EXPERIENCED AND SUCCESS- 


ful General Insurance man would negotiate with a good company for State Agency. 






THE HO 


Address care of E. A. EDWARDS, 
P. O. Box 14, 


CLEVELAND, On10. 








VICTORY ! 


ME LIFE INSURANCE C0.’ 


New Policy beats them all! 


If you want to succeed in writing Life Insurance take an 


agency for the 


For informa 


R. 


Home and no other. 
tion as to terms and territory apply to 


A. W. BRUEHL & SON, Gen’! Agents, 


For Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky, 


82 West Third St., CINCINNATI, 0. 





ee AND SPECIAL AGENTS 


The Union ¢ 
and special agents. 
granted, 


‘entral Life Insurance Company desires to employ a few more general 
To the right men, who can show good records, liberal contracts wiii be 


The Life-Rate Endowment Policy, non-forfeitable and incontestable as issued by 
the Union Central, combines protection with investment at ordinary life rates, and is very 


popular and easy to 
The amount of new 


work, as shown by the rapidly increasing business of the company. 
insurance written since 188r has increased over 550 per cent. Its 


interest rate has been the highest and its death rate the lowest, continuously, of any com- 
pany in the United States. Correspondence solicited. Address 


JOHN M. PATTISON, Vice-President, Cincinnati, O. 





GOOD AGENTS WANTED 


TO WORK THE 


RENEWABLE TERM PLAN 


——WHICH IS——— 


The SAFEST, the CHEAPEST, and the FAIREST contract 


PROVIDENT 


of Life Insurance attainable. 


SAVINGS LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY, 


Home Office, 120 Broadway, N. Y. 


WM. E. STEVENS, Sec. 


SHEPPARD HOMANS, Pres. 








KEUFF 


THACHER’S CALCULATING INSTRUMENT. 








MANUFACTURED AND FOR SALE BY 
EL & ESSER CO., 127 Fulton Street, New York. 











EHM & VAN DEINSE, INSURANCE AGENTS 


and Brokers, Indianapolis, Ind. Insurance effected in any part of the United 
States. Correspondence solicited. Applications for the German Insurance and Savings 
Institution of Quincy, IIl., should be referred to this office. 





T. WOOD, INSURANCE AGENT AND EROKER, 
e 9 Mack Block, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Ample facilities for placing surplus lines in 
responsible con.panies. Correspondence solicited. 





THE ONLY OFFICE PLACING SURPLUS LINES EXCLUSIVELY. 


M. DOWNING, 


INSURANCE BROKER, 297 BULLITT BUILDING, PHILADELPHIA, 


Correspondence solicited with responsible agents everywhere. 
References: German Fire Insurance Company, City Trust Safe Deposit and Surety 


Company, etc. 





W. P. BLOOM. S. F. STAMBAUGH. 
W P. BLOOM & CO., 


General Insurance Agents, 


S. S. BLOOM, 


Room 22, Boarp oF TRADE BuiL_pinc, CoL_umsus, Onto, 


Special attention given to placing Surplus lines. 





ELSON & RAINE, GENERAL INSURANCE 
Agents, and managers for New York Life, for Arkansas and West Tennessee. They 
can give one or two life specials a promising opening. 





CHARLES TREDICK. ESTABLISHED 1869. W. C. Bennett. 
HARLES TREDICK & CO., INSURANCE AGENTS 


and Brokers, 339 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Special attention given to 
placing Surplus lines. 





E. LOWE, FIRE INSURANCE AGENCY, 
e No. 66 Pine Street, New York. Special facilities for placing large lines. Equita- 
ble rates. Reliable companies. 





OHN I. COVINGTON, 
6 UEDARWAY, «© *=s + se «+ * 


INSURANCE BROKER, 
NEW YORK. 





NDERSON & STANTON, GENERAL INSURANCE 


Agents, 157 Broadway, N. Y. Correspondence solicited from responsible Agents. 





GENERAL AGENCY FOR TEXAS 





OF 


T HE MANHATTAN LIFE INS. CO. OF NEW YORK 





THE FIDELITY AND CASUALTY CO. OF NEW YORK. 


Good active pushing agents wanted, liberal terms to the right men. 
Address I, REINHARDT & SON, 


Dallas or Galveston, Texas. 
-JAMES. M. LEwiIs, 


INSURANCE. 


BROEER, AGENT AND ADJUSTER 





Of Fire Losses for Insurance Companies only. 


67 Liberty Street, - - New York. 
Licensed by N, Y. Insurance Department to deal with Non-Admitted Companies. 
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Prominent Agents and Brokers at Chicago. 





Estasuisnep A, D. 186s. 


A. LOWELL & CO., INSURANCE. 


° Room sce, 189 La Salle Street, Chicago, Ill. 


Aros Resnnnnnssg an 


FIRE UNDERWRITER 








220 La Salle Street, - - - - . - . - CHICAGO, 
wey BOYLSTON OF BOSTON, * Yet 


ASSETS, $909,878.00. 


GENERAL AGENT. 


CAPITAL, $557,200.00. 
EDWIN C. LEWIS, - é 
No, 161 La Salle St., Chicago, Ill. 





Wm. C. Maiti. J. H. CHAMBERLIN, 


NyyAaite & CHAMBERLIN, 
Successors to Magill, Eastman & Co., 
INSURANCE AGENTS 
S. W. Cor. La Salle and Madison Streets, - - - °° - = = 
A. ALEXANDER, CHICAGO, ILL., 


e General Agent, Western Department (AccIDENT BRANCH), 


FIDELITY AND CASUALTY CO. OF NEW YORK. 


Home Insurance BuILpInc. 


CHICAGO. 








_— & WM. A. GOODMAN, 
Insurance Agents, 
142 AND 144 LA SALLE STREET 


i i ae eee 


- 


ILL. 





T. H. Wessrter. E. N. Witey. HOLGER DE Roope. C. P. JENNINGS. 


EBSTER, WILEY & DE ROODE, SUCCESSORS 

toS. M. Moore & Co., 168 and 170 La Salle Street, Chicago. Lion Fire Insurance 

Co., London, Eng.; Providence-Washington Insurance Co., Providence, R. I.; Amazon 
Insurance Co., Cincinnati, 0.5 Southern California Insurance Co Co., Los Angeles, Cal. 





W. BROWN, FIRE INSURANCE BROKER, 


e 504 and 506, The Rookery, Chicago. Reference, Chicago National Bank. 


T. MARSHALL & CO., FIRE INSURANCE, 
e@ 33 and 35 Major Block, No. 149 La Salle Street, Chicago. Special facilities for 
placing large lines on all classes of insurable property. 








— 
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THE 


Employers’ Liability Assurance Corp’y 
LIMITED, OF LONDON, ENGLAND 


DEPOSITED IN UNITED STATES, $700,000.00, 








Policies issued giving full protection to Employers against loss by claims from 
Employees on account of Accidents. 


Employers with pay rolls of $103,000,000.00 already covered in the 
United States. Also, insures Ow ners of Buildings for a nominal 
Premium against Claims and Lawsuits arising from 


ELEVATOR ACCIDENTS. 


PREMIUMS INCLUDE INSPECTION, 





ENDICOTT & MACOMBER, - ~-_ Boston, Mass 


Managers for the United States. 





KIRBY & DWIGHT, General Agents for State of New York, 


51 CEDAR STREET, NEW YorK. 





-THaBb- 


FIDELITY AND CASUALTY C0 


140 TO 146 BROADWAY, 
NGW YORK CITY. 


| Capital, $250,000.00 | Assets, $1,251,762.60 
INSURANCE. 


FIDELITY.— 22", °° Suretyship for persons in positions 


CASUALTY. ~pioyers and Landlord's Listy. 





OFFICERS: 
WM. M. RICHARDS, President. GEO. F. SEWARD, Vice-President. 
ROB'T J. HILLAS, Secretary. EDWARD L. SHAW, Ass't Secretary. 
DIRECTORS: 


- Of J. L. & D.S. Riker. 

Pres Atlantic Trust Co. 
L, E. & W.R. Co. 
Cc sunsellor at Law. 


Geo. S. Cog, Pres. American Ex. Nat. Bank. | tomm L. RIKER, 
J. S. T. SrRANAnHAN, Pres. Atlantic Dock Co. Ma_e, 
A.E. of David Dows & Co. We McCuttouc, N. Y., 
G 


ORR, - + - 
3. G. Wituiams, Pres. Chemical Nat. Bank. m.G. Low, - - - 


A.B. Hutt, - - - - Retired Merchant. | J. RoGers MAxweELL, Pres. Cen, R.R. of N.J. 
H. A. Hurisut, - Commr. of beeen | mM. M. RICHARDS, - - - President. 
J. D. Vermu vz, Pres. Merchants Nat, Bank. | Geo. F, S—ewarp, Vice-President. 





M. L. C, FUNKHOUSER. 


EO. W. MONTGOMERY & CO., INSURANCE 

Agency, 177 La Salle St., Chicago, Ill. Agents for American Ins. Co., Newark ; 

Firemens Ins. Co., Newark; Standard Fire Ins. Co., New York; Fidelity and Casualty 
Co., New York. Fire, Plate Glass, Bonds of Suretyship. Telephone 3v3. 


DOLPH LOEB & SON, INSURANCE AGENCY, 

170 La Salle St., Chicago. Royal Insurance Co., of Liverpool; Rochester German 

Insurance Co., of Rochester, N. Y.; Lloyds Plate Glass Insurance Co., of New York; 
Peoples Insurance Co., of New York ; German Fire Insurance Co., of Pittsburgh. 


Gro. W. Montcompery, 














THE 


ANUFACTURERS AND MERCHANTS 
MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY, 
ROCKFORD, - - - - ILLINOIS. 
January i, 1890. 


Assets, $300,439.93. Net Cash oe $33,375.00. 
Surplus as regards Policyholders, $266,703. 





DIRECTORS. 
HENRY W. PRICE, President Rockford Watch Company-........-----..- ROCKFORD. 
LEVI RHOADES, Rhoades, Utter & Co., Paper Manufacturers.......... ROCKFORD. 
OHN G. CHICK, Forest | and Reaper EE Da npakdanenesdgupedasy ROCKFORD. 
ETER SAMES, Agricultural Implement Manufacturer ---ROCKFORD., 
S. B. WILKINS, President S B. Wilkins Company - - ROCKFORD. 
S. A. JOHN NSON, Johnson & Wanstrom, Clothiers... ---ROCKFORD. 
W. H. McCUTCHAN, Cashier People’s Bank.-..-.......-.---.------------ ROCKFORD. 
w. O. WORMWOOD, "Real Estate and eee eee ROCKFORD. 


GEORGE S. ROPER, Secretary, ROCKFORD, ILL. 





INCORPORATED IN 1865. 


GERMAN 


INSURANCE COMPANY: 


FREEPORT, ILL. 
ee eee Lctaesineés $200,000.00 
CME sn 5 5 cc esscs idignrmattvine sss 1,796,607-84 
I iste naetioneneawes Peer 456,013-25 
Assets, January 1, 1890..... Rchedeekves steed 2,452,021.09 


M. HETTINGER President 


WM. TREMBOR, Secretary. 
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Walworth Automatic Link Sprinkler 


FOR EXTINGUISHING FIRES, 
Patented October, 1883 ; August, 1885 ; May, 1887. 





After the introduction of the Walworth ‘Link 
Sprinkler into over one thousand establishments, 
we have no hesitation in stating that the Sprinkler 
of the future must have embodied in its construc- 
tion, the elements of the Link Sprinkler, viz.: It 
must be possible to open and clean each Sprinkler 
at will, to determine the condition of the seat, water, 
etc., to inspect or clean the working parts, and to 
apply as often as necessary new fusible links. 


MANUFACTURED BY 


WALWORTH MANUFACTURING CO., 
Nos. 14 to 20 OLIVER ST., - BOSTON, MASS. 





ee 


NEW ENGLAND 


ALO 











—— 


AUG. P. MARTIN, President. 


BENJ. F. DYER, Secretary. 
F. J. MOORE, Supt. of Agencies. 
HOME OFFICE, CUSHING BUILDING, 85 WATER STREET. 


Cash Assets, Dec. 31, 1884........ $ 1,03€.78 ; Insurance in force........-...- $ 7,862,250.00 
* 1885........ 6,670.35 in eo---------- 15,029,000.00 
° 11,916.59 = ™ o----------- 18,561,750.00 
os 1887........ 19,146.71 | Ty ees 24,879.62%.00 
2 "eRe 27,436.81 | > anbpanides 26,797,625.0 
ws 1889.-....-- 33,671.96 ‘ig ” -- 30,308,750.00 


Certificate fee carries insurance for thirty days; the cost thereafter to preferred risks 
(Classification *‘A’’) has never exceeded $1.00 per month, and under other classifications 
$5 monthly 
__ insuRES ALL CLAssIFICATIONS, and each is made self-sustaining, a point fully appre 
ciated by all agents. 


To Ctams Duk anv Unparp. SpeciaL INDUCEMENTS TO RIGHT Part ae 


CITY OF LONDON 


FIRE INSURANCE CO. (Limited) 





OF LONDON, ENG. (Stock Company). 


Head Offices in the United States, 


20 KILBY ST., Boston, Mass. 


JOHN C. PAIGE, Resident Manager. 





MASSACHUSETTS 
Benefit Association, 


ALBION BUILDING, 





Cor. Bacon and Tremont Sts.,_- - - BOSTON. 
Statement of Business for 1889. 
SN Ti COI i 9.05 Was cin ahinn non 8044 50608609608 $69,402, 750.00 
ERROR COP TG BR i oo005 05:5 stswscnsgesvesesiesaeses $16,287,750.00 
Emergency or Surplus Fund. ..........ccccsccccccsesess $432,274.41 
EE SE CRAs os deci icv vantenlencacneseses0940 $138,439.68 
pg PT PECL TOC Tree TTT eT TTT Tore ee 21,665 
Members written during the year............ 00.000 .0e eee 7,927 
AONE, BOE TE TRINR ins hv sericea sanceseises Keeeees $657,909.58 
Total Dail SADE ONGRMIRMIOR. «.0oic cc ccicnccccceeciesesens $3,373,105.57 





Issues an absolute Policy for a definite amount. Policies from $1000 
to $20,000. PAYS ONE-HALF THE POLICY IN CASH IN CASE OF 
TOTAL AND PERMANENT DISABILITY. Costs only about one-half 
as much as old line insurance. Co-partnership policies issued for the 
benefit of surviving members of firm. Creditor policies issued. 





WILLARD MARCY, Pres'’t. 
W. G. CORTHELL, Treas. 


G. A. LITCHFIELD, Sec’y. 
E. S. LITCHFIELD, Ass't Treas. 





IMPORTANT TO AGENTS. 


THE FLOUR CITY LIFE ASSOCIATION 


OF ROCHESTER, N. Y. 
Offers Superior Opportunities to Wide-awake Reliable Agents. 


POLICY CONTRACT PLAIN AND DEFINITE. 
RESERVE FUND. ANNUAL COST POSITIVELY LIMITED. 
ATTRACTIVE PLAN. BI-MONTHLY PAYMENTS. 
~ PAYS LOSSES IN FULL, 
LIBERAL CONTRACTS AND EXCLUSIVE CONTROL OF TERRITORY TO THE RIGHT PARTIES. 
Progressive and Economical Management. Attractive Features and 


Unequaled Privileges, combined with Absolute Sccurity. 


The FLour City wrote more insurance during 1888 than any other com- 
pany reporting to the New York Insurance Department, except one. 


Up to Dec. 31, 1888, we had written............ 3965 policies—$7, 319,500 
Written during Jan , Feb. and March, 1889. -.... nog ti *** 2 213,000 
- OF Bas CED he- a cc sacnesseees 625 1,100,000 
“ ‘* May and June, 1889 ............ 2198 4,103,000 
9 ae a” errr Se pee ee 562 890, 500 
- ‘* Aug. and Sept., 1889............ 936 1,443,000 
“ SE Be eg Tice 5 6c sancis _; = 1,135,000 
Total Membership, March 1, 1890............. 11.475 19,801,000 


Our RESERVE FUND, which is held in trust for the exclusive protection of 
members, and to guarantee that all policies will be paid in full, és being con- 
stantly increased. At present it is over $24,000. 

The amount paid for Death Claims is in excess of $119,000. 


THE PEER OF ANY COMPANY IN EXISTENCE. 


Write at once for Plans, Terms and Territory to 


WM. P. CHASE, Secretary, 
ROCHESTER, N. Y. 





THE SPECTATOR. 


| Thursday, 








THE MUTUAL LIFE 


INSURANCE CO, OF NEW YORK. 
RICHARD A. McCURDY, PRESIDENT. 


The Largest, Best and Most Popular Life Insurance Company 
in the World. 


$136,401, 328.02 
151,602,483.37 
31, 119,019.62 


Assets January Ist, 18go, - 
New Business in 1889, 


Annual ‘Income, x 


PURELY MUTUAL, NO STOCKHOLDERS. 


Company has Shuwn Results so Profitable and 
Gratifying to Policy-Holders 


No Other 


POLICIES ARE THE MOST LIBERAI., AND 


DESIRABLE ISSUED. 


ITS 


It has Paid Policy-Holders since Organization, 


$287,681,948.20. 


The Twenty Year Distribution Policy issued by The Mutual Life 
Insurance Company is a Model Contract. 


THE COMPANY S POLICIES ARE NOW HELD BYj182,310 MEMBERS. 





H.C. JACKSON, President. A. B. GRAHAM, Vice-President. RB. J. A. BOREMAN, Secretary. 


INSURE IN 
» Wao PARKERSBURG INSURANCE CO. 


OF PARKERSBURG, W. VA. 


b July 1, 1890. 
CAPITAL 
oct ilk gt RT TOTO. EOE ne eee 
POLICYHOLDERS SURPLUS 


YOUR BUSINESS SOLICITED. 
OFFICE: No. 332 JULIANA STREET. 


LLOYDS PLATE GLASS INS. CO. 


Cor. William and Cedar Streets, New York. 


127,031.55 
105,045.86 
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While tie merchant sleeps his glass is at the mercy of the midnight 
marander and assassin, 





ORGANIZED JANUARY 13, 1799. 


ROVIDENCE-WASHINGTON 


20 Market Square, Providence, R. I. 


INS. CO, 


Assets, January 1, 1890---.------- $1,144,316.22 


Unearned Premiums 

Unpaid Losses and other Claims against Company 
Cash Capital 

Net Surplus 


$569,716.31 
1491.86 
400,000.00 
86,107.95 
$1,144,316.12 
GEO. E. BIXBY, Treasu 
E. L. WATSON, Secretary. 





J. H. DEWOLF, President. 
J. B. BRANCH, Vice-President. 


Holger de Roode, Chicago, Manager Western Department ; Charles F. Wilson, Denver 
Manager for Kansas, Colorado, Nebraska, Wyoming and New Mexico; J. Norton, 
acksonville, Fia., General Agent Southern Department; UB. Wilson, San Francisco, 
flanager Pacific Coast Department. , 


COMMERCIAL UNION 


ASSURANCE CO., LIMITED, 
OF LONDON 





OFFICE : 


Cor. Pine & William Sts., 
NEW YORK. 
INCORPORATED 1832. 


HE FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY OF 
THE COUNTY OF PHILA. 


OFFIcE, 110 South Fourth St. 


Cash Capital, - - - - $400,000.00 
Assets, Jan. 1, 1890, - 855,595.00 
Net Surplus, - - - 158,120.00 
JAMES N. STONE, President, 
TACOB NAYLOR, Vice-President. 
CHARLES R. PECK, Secretary and Treasurer. 
FRANK M. CRITTENDEN, Ass’t Secretary. 








—— INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Insures against Losses by Fire, Windstorms, Tornadoes, Cyclones and Lightning. 


NEW YORK OFFICES, 195 BROADWAY. 
CASH CAPITAL, $1,000,000. 

$4,781,255-65 

39379133458 


Gross Assets, December 31, 1889 
a i a ccanmima nadine 
Surplus as to Policyholders $1,401,921.07 


Losses paid since organization $37,720,621.60 





™ Spring-Garden 
Insurance Company; 
421 Watnut STREET. 
PHILADELPHIA 


SINCE 18365. 
NELSON F. EVANS, President 


GEORGE B. ARMITAGE, Secretary. 





